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Newsletter of Heartlands Academy Issue 27 Summer Term 2018

A team of forty two production 
members arrived at 
Heartlands Academy on 

Saturday 12 May, to set up for the 
Sunday edition of the BBC’s The Big 
Question.

Heartlands was transformed from 
academy to television studio in 
a single morning with the main 
assembly hall rigged with lighting, 
sound and cameras. The programme 
is broadcast from a different city 
around the UK every weekend 
and each week, three topics are 
discussed on the show which are 

ethical or moral questions connected 
to the week’s news headlines. The 
show features specially invited 
front-row speakers who have a 
particular interest, expertise or 
personal story that relates to one of 
the week’s topics. 
The front-row 
speakers discuss 
these topics in 
front of a wider 
studio audience 
and there is usually 
an opportunity 
for the audience 
to put a question 

forward to the speakers. 
On this particular day, 
the BBC filmed two 
episodes including one 
based on the topic “Will 
robots and artificial 
intelligence do more harm 
than good?” There was 
even a controlled robot 
hosting the first section 
of the programme. The 
day went very smoothly 
and the production team 
were more than happy 
to be back at Heartlands, 
especially in the Learning 
Resource Centre, which 
provides a fantastic space 
to use for the VIPs. They 

hope to be back here in 2019 for a 
repeat performance.

Mrs Farrell
Exams Manager

Newsletter

BBC Big Questions
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Think Big!

On one of the hottest days of 
the year, all of the students in 
Year 9 were able to visit one 

of Birmingham’s most prestigious 
universities. Aston 
University is ranked 
amongst the best in 
the world.

The day began 
in one of the main 
lecture halls. The 
students were 
shown various clips 
of university life and 
learnt that there are 
over 150 universities in the United 
Kingdom. In addition to this, they 
also learnt that there are over 80 
different subjects that they can gain 
a degree in. These ranged from the 
core subjects to the arts and even 
geology. Many of the students were 
excited by the options available to 
them.

Aston University also discussed 
apprentices with degrees for those 
students who wished to do more 
practical subjects. The student 
ambassadors then each introduced 
themselves. They were the current 
university students, who had given 
up their free time to show our 
students around. From the lecture 
halls and sports facilities, to the vast 
array of information on offer to them 
in the library, nothing was out of 
bounds to our students. The student 
union common room proved to be 
the most popular.

Following the campus tour, the 
students were divided into groups 
to design their own club and society. 
Some interesting clubs were made 

including The 
Trainers Club, 
Rollercoaster Club 
and the Fried 
Chicken Club! The 
overall winner was 
the Witchcraft 
Club, who not only 
had a good display, 
but excellent 
membership offers 
and rewards. The 

BAFTA award winning performance 
by Jadon Dyett made them stand out 
from the rest.

At the end of the day, the student 
ambassadors took questions from 
the Heartlands students and talked 
more about the university and life on 
campus. We also learnt that some 

of the students lived close by in 
Alum Rock, whilst one ambassador 
had travelled over 4,000 miles from 
Ghana.

Mostly the students learnt that 
at Heartlands Academy we will 
continue to support the students to 
reach their potential. The students 
know that university life is for 
everyone not just the privileged few. 
One student said that his dream 
was “to find the cure for cancer”. 
Following the visit Year 9 are now 
moving forward to begin their 
GCSE’s, knowing that if they believe 
they can achieve. It had been a tiring 
but successful day.

Ms Christie
Learning Manager

Aston University Trip
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Heartlands Sixth Form work 
closely with West Midlands 
Fire Safety to help educate 

students when they become young 
drivers as part of the ‘Every Choice 
Counts’ initiative.

‘Every Choice Counts’ is the first 
of its kind in the UK, technology 
which allows participants to 
make decisions with varying 
consequences at various points 

in a car journey with friends, a 
pioneering road safety package, built 
around a specially commissioned 
360 virtual reality experience.

Arron Lennon from WMFS ran 
a session with our Year 12’s. All 
students who took part thoroughly 
enjoyed the experience and gained 

valuable life 
learning skills 
around the safety 
of both driving 
and being a 
passenger.

Miss Taylor, 
Pastoral 
Assistant

Think Big!

every choice 
counts

On Monday 9 July, 157 Year 
8 students visited Matthew 
Boulton College, as part of 

their E-ACT Passport Challenge. 
The year group travelled the short 
distance to Birmingham New Street 
Station by train, before arriving for 
an exciting day at Matthew Boulton. 
The Year 8 students recently began 
their GCSE courses of study, so 
this opportunity gave them a real 

taste for what lies ahead of 
them following their GCSE 
examinations in the summer 
of 2021.

The students had the 
opportunity to take part in a variety 
of taster sessions during the day 
including: Electrical Engineering, 
Dental Tech, Accounts, Science, and 
many more. The experience that 

students gained 
should not be 
underestimated 
and I certainly 
hope that they 
were inspired by 
the advice from 
the fantastic 
team at Matthew 
Boulton. 

As always, 
Heartlands 
Academy 
students 

conducted themselves in an 
outstanding manner throughout 
the day. I hope that they will use 
the knowledge gained at Matthew 
Boulton to motivate them to achieve 
great things during their GCSE 
courses. I would personally like 
to thank the Year 8 students, the 
Heartlands Academy staff who 
supported the trip so professionally, 
and the team at Matthew Boulton 
College for their incredible 
hospitality. It really was an inspiring 
day for all!

Mr R Hanson
Year 8 Learning Manager

Matthew Boulton College
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Year 12 recently took part in 
a driving awareness event 
to help them understand 

the dangers of drink and drug 
driving. There were three sessions 
culminating in an actual driving 
exercise in a ‘mini’ car.

The sessions were:
• Car safety talk with Kwik Fit
• Road Safety truck
• Mini car test

“It was a great experience as I 
learnt new things about cars and 
servicing them, it was a valuable 
experience” Fariha Begum Yr 12

The exercise involved driving 
a mini car around a circuit of 
strategically placed obstacles 
first normally and then wearing 
‘drunk goggles’ which impede the 
driver’s vision to simulate that of 
a drunk driver. Students found 
this experience both exciting and 
scary but it made them aware of 
the dangers of drinking and driving 
or even being a passenger in a 
vehicle when the driver is under the 
influence of alcohol.

Miss Taylor
Pastoral Assistant

3D Driving  Awareness

show team spirit

Sports Day
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show team spirit

After a year of fixtures and 
tournaments, the Year 10 
boys were invited into a 

semi-final of the New Horizon Sports 
Cup. Shortly after this invitation, 
we were informed we would be 
facing local rivals Aston Manor 
Academy. With the knowledge from 
previous league games that Aston 
Manor had a good squad, the Year 
10 boys were excited but nervous, 
knowing this would be their last 
tournament of the academic year. 
Two-legs were played, in the first 
match Heartlands led 1-0, with a 
goal from Rafal Zagacki. However, 

after a few mistakes in the final parts 
of the game, Aston Manor equalised 
to make the score ending as a 1-1 
draw.

The second leg was played two 
weeks after this, now with Mohsin 
and Ricki featuring in the first 11. 
This game was a huge success, with 
a final score of 7-3 to Heartlands! 
Goals from Mohsin (x2), Ricki (x2), 
Sohel, Rafal and Gerson secured 
this fantastic win. The Year 10 boys 
showed fantastic teamwork and 
passion throughout the game and 
the final score reflects this.

Mr Forrester

It’s coming home!
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On 19 June, 28 Year 8 students 
selflessly dedicated their 
time to take part in the 

‘Race for Life’ raising money for 
Cancer Research. The challenge 
was made even more difficult as 
the students ran on the hottest day 
of the year so far. The students 
were given fourty minutes in which 
to run the furthest distance they 
could and every student that took 
part gave it their all. All showed 
such determination and resilience 
to ensure that they would not be 
defeated by the relentless sun 
beating down on them. Cheered on 
by members of staff and parents, the 
students pushed on and succeeded 
in an achievement that they can be 
immensely proud of.

It goes without saying, that this is 
one of the proudest moments to date 
for myself as a Learning Manager. 
Each student had their own reasons 

for wanting to take part but it is 
the awareness that they have been 
able to raise around the Academy, 
regarding the incredible things that 
Cancer Research UK do to improve 
the lives of many, that is truly 
inspiring.

All of the students, who took part 
in the race, spent much of their time 
and effort collecting sponsorship 
and the running total raised is 
nearly £800. This is such a fantastic 
achievement and I would like to 

extend my thanks to the students 
that took part; the members of 
staff who supported the event, and 
the parents and friends within our 
amazing community who made 
contributions to such an amazing 
cause. This really is a fantastic 
demonstration of what can be 
achieved when a team of people 
work together. Same time next year!

Mr Hanson
Year 8 Learning Manager

Race for life

do the right thing

On a blistering hot summers 
day, the Year 9 students and 
staff set off for a day of fun 

to Drayton Manor Theme 
Park. This was an end of 
year rewards trip. On the 
day there was a heightened 
sense of excitement. Some 
students were overheard 
discussing their outfits 
while others just sat quietly 
looking forward to spending 
the day with their friends. 
The excitement escalated 
with the arrival of three new 

luxury coaches.  It was going to be a 
good day. At the park students and 

staff alike were discussing which 
rides they were going on first. Storm 
Force 10 and Malestrom being 
amongst the most popular.  The 
long queues did nothing to dampen 
the spirits of the students or staff 
alike. “This is the best day” several 
students said and they were right. It 
was a fitting way to end an amazing 
year for the students and to thank 
them for all their hard work.

Ms Christie
Year 9 Learning Manager

Year 9 rewards trip to Drayton Manor  
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do the right thing

Year 7 Students worked 
together with Miss Brown to 
arrange a charity event for 

the British Heart Foundation. Ryane 
Amrane, Haleema Hussain, Mzingaye 
Dhlomo and Safa Abdi were selected 
to plan and lead the event, in which 
they delivered an amazing assembly 

to the whole year group and plan the 
whole charity event. 

Students dedicated their dinner 
times to practicing different skipping 
activities ready for the jump for 
British Heart Foundation. On Monday 
25 June 2018, 37 students stayed 
after school in the blazing heat to 
skip for one hour and raise money for 

a wonderful charity. The final amount 
raised was £364. 

Miss Brown was amazed at the 
amount of commitment, dedication 
and money raised by all students 
involved. She would like to thank and 
congratulate all children involved. 

Jumpathon

On Wednesday 14 June 
2017, the tragic event of 
the Grenfell Tower fire 

took place which affected many 
across the world. With the help of 
250 firefighters that helped tackle 
the blaze and the community, 255 
people survived. Unfortunately 71 
people sadly lost their lives and over 
58 are presumed missing. 

In remembrance of this on the 
14 June 2018, we at Heartlands 
Academy paid our respects by 

creating our own personal 
messages for the families, 
friends and community of North 
Kensington. 

We know that this has had an 
impact worldwide; therefore we 
took our time to come together 
as an academy to remember this 
happening which led to a heart-
warming and humble experience.

Earl Robinson and Kevin Salo
10 Tolerance  

Green for Grenfell Day
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Calendar 2018-19

For up to date 
announcements, follow us 
on TWITTER 
@Heartlands_Acad

A level results Thursday 16 August
GCSE results Thursday 23 August

Autumn Term 2018
Inset Day Monday 3 September (Closed to students)

Students Start Tuesday 4 September

Half Term Monday 29 October - Friday 2 November

End of Term Friday 21 December

Spring Term 2019
Term Starts Monday 7 January

Half Term Monday 18 February - Friday 22 February

End of Term Friday 12 April

Summer Term 2019

Term Starts Monday 29 April

Half Term Monday 27 May - Friday 31 May

End of Term Friday 19 July

Reminder to Parents About Safe 
Parking
Please could all parents show care and 
consideration for others when dropping 
off or collecting their children from 
the academy. Safety is of paramount 
importance and parents are reminded 
that it is both dangerous and illegal to 
park on the zig-zags or the pavement. 
Thank you.

Ambassadorial Advisory Group

Do you want to be involved with your child’s 
education and help Heartlands Academy to 

continue to grow and flourish?

Then why not join the AAG and work with the 
Head Teacher and other like-minded people to 
ensure  Heartlands Academy is a school to be 

proud of.

We welcome your support and commitment.

Want to learn more?

Please contact: Maggie Tate
Chair of Heartlands AAG

 0121 464 3931  heartlands.enquiry@e-act.org.uk

(see also article on page 11)

AdvertisementWould you like to advertise your 
business on this page?
We are very proud of Heartlines. It is produced three times 
a year at the end of each term and goes out to 900 parents, 
members of the community and all our visitors. It is also 
available on our website.
Printed in full colour on high quality paper, it is packed with 
lots of good news and success stories, useful information for 
parents and with excellent photography throughout!
We want to continue production for the benefit of all our 
stakeholders and we are now offering the opportunity for 
someone to be a sponsor for Heartlines. This could be you!
In return you can use this space for your company logo and to 
promote your business.
For more information please contact the Theresa Brooks, 
Business Manager on:
  0121 464 3931
  Theresa.Brooks@e-act.org.uk.


