Prospectus

A place to empower dreams!

The Heartlands Academy family will
unwaveringly commit to fostering
an open and honest culture where
mutual respect encourages reflective,
inspirational and aspirational people
to thrive.

Key Objectives
All members of the Heartlands Academy family will:
• Create a safe, supportive and challenging learning environment where
everyone is motivated, listened to and trusted to debate and take
calculated risks.
• Be lifelong learners that will have a thirst for continued development.
• Be self-confident individuals who recognise and celebrate the success of
themselves and others.
• Develop and embed skills for the workplace, build principled leadership
techniques and be collaborative team members.
• Have exceptionally high expectations of themselves and others.
• Foster a sense of enjoyment and fascination where learners explore, create
and innovate.
• Work in collaboration with the Nechells community to provide better life
chances for all.
• Be committed to promoting the fundamental British
values of rule of law, democracy, individual liberty and
mutual respect.
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Welcome
Welcome to the Heartlands Academy
prospectus, which I hope will give
you an insight into our Academy. I am
immensely proud to be part
of Heartlands Academy’s journey
and, as a collaborative team of staff,
students and parents, we continue to
work extremely hard to take on every
challenge and get the best possible
outcome for every single one of our
students. We are rightly proud of
our students and we are committed
to developing them, not just
academically, but as fully rounded,
respectful, ambitious young people
who are ready to succeed in, and
contribute to, modern society.
Whilst we expect the very best from
all of our students, we also recognise
each and every one of them as the
individuals that they are. For this
reason, our curriculum is personalised
to meet the needs of every student to
ensure that every child is supported
and challenged to make maximum

progress, whilst also ensuring the
development of the
whole child. We have very high
expectations of our students, and
expect them to take responsibility
for their learning, taking every
opportunity to show a strong thirst
for knowledge.
In all aspects of our work we insist
on high standards and it is this
passion for excellence that drives us
to continually improve on previous
bests. We encourage our students to
do the same and, by recognising their
potential, we instil in our students
a deep belief that they can make
a difference to themselves, their
families, their community, and society
as a whole.
A warm welcome awaits you here
at Heartlands Academy and, if you
need any further information, please
do not hesitate to contact me or my
team.
Fuzel Choudhury
Head Teacher
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Greetings from Year 7
Two of our Year 7 students would like
to tell you about their experience of
life so far at Heartlands Academy
Heartlands Academy: A place to
empower dreams and be inspired.
Since I first stepped into this
learning paradise, I have exceeded
in everything I put my mind to. It
is truly a mesmerising place to be.
The vast amount of knowledge I
gain every day is discombobulating.
Unbelievably, I was quite nervous
when starting Heartlands Academy but, over the two terms
that I have been here, I have unearthed how students in
other years are considerate of their younger year groups. In
my opinion, the rewards system is outstanding (just like the
Academy’s OFSTED). Building on my point about the rewards
system, I believe it is a great idea to praise those who are
always at the highest expectations and challenge those who
are not. Even after being at Heartlands Academy for half a
year, the sensational facilities still astonish me. This includes:
the sports hall and all the modern technology. The teachers
are also really kind and helpful and that’s enough to keep
me here!
Kristian (7EAYA)

Rated ‘Outstanding’ by OFSTED,
Heartlands Academy is a place
where I have been able to embrace
many opportunities and learn from
dedicated members of staff. The
staff are always willing to go
beyond what they must do and
even give up their spare time to
help us. I have been lucky to attend
this school because it has excellent facilities which enable
us to maximise our chances. Since I have become part of
this immaculate school, I have learnt something new every
day and enjoyed being part of the caring atmosphere. At
Heartlands Academy, it doesn’t matter if you are someone
who needs a little helping hand or are exceeding in certain
subjects - this school has you covered! It caters for
everyone’s needs. Furthermore, Heartlands Academy is part
of E-ACT, an organisation that many other schools are
connected to. This allows us to meet new people from other
backgrounds. I am grateful to be a part of Heartlands
because it makes me believe that I can achieve anything I
want to.
Yumna (7IHUN)

ello
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Our
Trust
Heartlands Academy is one of 24
state funded academies in England
sponsored by E-ACT, a multiacademy trust.
t E-ACT, we take
inspiration from our
students. Their insatiable
appetite for knowledge,
seemingly limitless energy supplies
and creativity in and out of the
classroom never fail to inspire. We
exist to ensure that all children,
regardless of their background or
postcode, have access to a great
education.

A

By giving our students the space
and time to explore, to learn, to
reach out to new people and to
challenge themselves everyday, we
provide an education which gives
every student the opportunity to
be the best they can possibly be.
Furthermore, we want every single
person within E-ACT to be driven
by three core values. We want our
pupils to think big for themselves
and for the world around them; we
want them to do the right thing in
everything they do, and we want
them to show strong team spirit.
At E-ACT we are responsible for
educating over 14,000 pupils across
our 24 academies in England. For
more information please visit

www.e-act.org.uk

-ACT
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Our
Facilities

A

new building for
the academy was
completed and opened
in September 2012,
providing state-of-the art facilities for
all of our students and staff.
Throughout the building, light and
space is very much a feature which
invokes a calm learning environment
for our students. All floors have a
combination of specialist learning
and traditional classrooms with the
additional benefit of innovative open
plan learning spaces.

All of the specialist teaching rooms
such as design technology, ICT,
music, art and science are equipped
to a very high standard. Both
hardware and software provision
in the ICT department is excellent
as the academy recognises the
importance and relevance it has in a
21st Century learning environment.
The sports facilities are outstanding.
They comprise a very large indoor
sports hall, a full size 3G all weather
sports pitch and a fully equipped
multi-gym. The performing arts
department has a dedicated drama
studio adjacent to the main hall with

tiered seating and a full lighting
rig, not unlike a small theatre. The
Learning Resource Centre and the
dining area are both open plan and
overlook an outdoor teaching and
recreation area.
Overall, the facilities at the academy
are exceptional. If you would like
to find out more, the best way to
see and experience our facilities
first hand is to come to one of our
Open Events. Further details will be
available on our website. Please
contact the academy if you would
like to visit at another time, we would
be very pleased to show you around.

cademy Building
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Curriculum

T

he academy curriculum
aims to meet the
individual needs of each
student to ensure that
they make exceptional progress
during their time here. As well as
varied and exciting lessons, the
academy offers a wide range of
support opportunities as part of the
‘Out of Hours’ provision.

On entry to the academy, students
are divided into ability sets based on
their key stage 2 data.
Key Stage 3 - A broad curriculum
is taught which includes english,
mathematics, science, design
technology, computer science,
history, geography, religious
education, french, spanish, PE, art,
music and drama. In the spring term
of Year 8, students will choose the
subjects they wish to take at Key
Stage 4. However, for some of the
mandatory subjects, teaching will
have already started for the Key
Stage 4 curriculum.
Key Stage 4 - A broad suite of
subjects at GCSE, Level 2 BTEC and
Level 2 Cambridge Technical Award
are offered. Students can choose

from these subjects, in addition
to continuing to study english,
mathematics, science and core
PE. Students are guided to choose
subjects in which they have already
shown good progress, and to
consider other subjects which are on
first offer at key stage 4.

Results

The academy works hard to help
students achieve their full potential
and the overall trend has been
improving year on year. The GCSE
results in 2016 were the best ever.

Key Stage 5 - We offer a variety of
both A-level and Level 3 courses and
further details can be found in the
Sixth Form Prospectus.

% 5 A*-C in English and
Mathematics

PSHE - An ‘in-house’ PSHE curriculum
is delivered across all year groups,
with a focus on promoting British
Values.
Out of Hours Learning - Significant
levels of progress are made by the
end of Key Stage 4 - well above the
national average. The academy’s
team of dedicated staff are more
than happy to provide ’Out of Hours’
learning opportunities for the
students. These are in addition to the
traditional extra-curricular activities.
Key stage 4 students, in particular,
are able to attend bespoke revision
classes, Saturday morning and
holiday workshops.

% A*-C in English and
Mathematics

% A*-C all subjects
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Progress 8 is a measure, where
pupils results are campared to the
actual achievements of other pupils
nationally who had the same KS2
results.
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Transition & Pastoral

T

he move from primary
to secondary school
is an important part
of all students’ lives.
The academy therefore, holds
a transition day during the
summer term to make sure that
future Heartlands students are
fully familiar with their new
routine before they join Year 7
in September. On this transition
day, students experience a
variety of lessons, meet a range
of staff and learn to find their way
from classroom to classroom.

Tutors are the first and most
valuable point of contact for
students and so the Year 6
children spend a good deal of
time with their tutor. There are
plenty of team building activities
based around making new friends
and sharing different interests.
Getting to know about life at
secondary school is developed
through the assembly that students
attend on transition day where, for
example, they learn all about the
Learning Resource Centre, homework
and the rewards system.

Pastoral Support aims to permeate
the curriculum by underpinning the
outstanding teaching and learning
at the academy. Overseeing each
year group is a Learning Manager
who leads a pastoral support team
whose remit is to provide innovative
ways in which to deliver intervention
and support for students across
the board. These teams will have
members of staff who will champion
areas such as: gifted and talented

students, those with attendance
issues, raising the profile of student
achievement and working with our
vulnerable and SEND students. This
will be done through one to one or,
small group work sessions.
The aim will be to support each and
every student towards becoming
effective independent learners ready
and prepared for the next stage in
life.

ransition
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Creative and Performing
Arts
The art department aims to bring out the best in all
students, regardless of their previous experience or
talents. Students are provided with a wide range of
practical and analytical opportunities, allowing them
to discover and develop their own creative style. They
also have access to a wide range of materials, with many
choosing to specialise in oil paint by the time they reach
Year 11. The department also benefits from excellent
IT facilities so that students can explore the effects of
digital art alongside more traditional techniques.
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The drama department seeks to develop vibrant,
resilient and inquisitive students who have a passion
for meaningful performance. Through the creation of
imaginative work, it is hoped that every learner gains
a better understanding of the world around them and
recognises their own place within that world. Students
work towards the AQA GCSE specification and as
such, they will be regularly assessed on a mixture of
devising, scripted work and written reflection.

Music is a vibrant and passionate subject
and the music department is enthusiastic
about creating an atmosphere to celebrate
the musical talent and success of Heartlands’
students. The curriculum encompasses
a large range of musical skills from
performance and composition, to remixing
skills and recording. Students work towards
BTEC Music with an introduction to the
mechanics of the music industry.
Students are also encouraged to be involved
with music outside of the classroom by
way of the many extra-curricular groups,
including Music Tech Club, Drum-line, Rock
Band, Dhol Band and Wind Band.
Additionally, there are a variety of individual
and group instrumental lessons delivered
by a fantastic group of visiting peripatetic
teachers.

Heartlands Academy is extremely
proud of the diverse and varied
programme offered by the dedicated
sports department through the
delivery of physical education. High
quality coaching, performance analysis
and individualised timetables enable
students to develop their technical
skills whilst continually improving their
overall performance. Students enjoy
the many opportunities to represent
the academy in national and regional
fixtures as well as attending UK wide
coaching events. Furthermore, thanks
to organised scholarship routes to
professional sports clubs, it is the ideal
place of study for anyone who wishes
to pursue a career in this field.

Sport

The new building in 2012 has afforded
the academy some of the best
sporting facilities in the locality e.g
a 3G artificial pitch, a fully equipped
multi-gym, a full sized sports hall and
an interactive dance studio.

The academy recognises the value
of extra-curricular activities because
they support a more rounded
education where students can develop
as individuals and benefit from
experiences outside of traditional
lessons. Apart from the many after
school clubs on offer, there have been
many activities during this academic
year such as PWC employability
workshops, charity fundraising for the
homeless and significantly, a long term
involvement with the Birmingham
Cycle Revolution whereby a team of
visiting coaches teach students how to
ride a bike safely in the locality. Once
they have gained more confidence,
they have ventured on ten mile cycle
trips around the city.

Enrichment
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Learning Resource Centre

T

he Learning Resource
Centre is the study hub
of the academy. It is open
to students for private
study before lessons from 07:45am,
during break and lunchtime and after
lessons until 15:45pm. There
are over 17,000 resources
including fiction and
non-fiction books, DVDs,
magazines, computers
as well as access to the
E-Library.
Heartlands students value
private study and the LRC
offers a relaxed, bright
and airy atmosphere
where there are twenty-six
workstations with internet
access, traditional table
and chair zones as well as
a comfortable seating area
conducive to reading for
pleasure. There is excellent
provision of age appropriate
novels and, by way of

RC
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supporting the academy focus on
literacy, students are required to
carry at least one reading book as
part of their essential equipment. Up
to three books can be borrowed at
any one time.

Students are also offered the chance
to become student librarians giving
them useful work experience and
enhancing their CV. For this, they are
awarded with ‘good news’ reports
and fun filled reward afternoons.

SEND

E

very student has the right
to learn. Staff at Heartlands
Academy are passionate
about working with every
student to achieve their full potential.
This may mean that they require the
benefit of additional support from
our special educational needs team.
All students are assessed for special
educational needs as soon as they
join the academy. Consequently,
every single child who requires
additional support has a programme
of support designed for them,
enabling them to learn, progress and
achieve.

bespoke and personalised mentoring
programmes are provided. These
groups focus on everything from
social skills and self esteem to anger
management and aspirations,
ensuring that all students are in the
right mindset to learn.
Students who do not speak English
as their first language are also offered
support in order to assist them in
acquiring the language skills they

require to access the curriculum, and
to become engaged and motivated
members of the academy.
The academy’s special educational
needs team pride themselves on
empowering young people by giving
them the skills they need to become
passionate lifelong learners as well as
ambitious, prosperous members of
the local community.

For students who find learning
challenging, the academy
offers targeted support with
phonics, literacy, numeracy and
communication. These programmes
are delivered expertly by a specialist
team ensuring students are acquiring
the set of skills they need in order to
achieve their potential.
For students with social, emotional
and mental health needs, a range of

ccessibility
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Community
Business Links
Heartlands Academy is fortunate to
have a Community Manager who
has forged valuable partnerships
with local businesses e.g. Jacobs
Engineering, Price Waterhouse
Cooper, EDT Trust, NHS and
Enabling Enterprise. Through these
partnerships, students benefit
greatly from a variety of enrichment
activities e.g. PwC who deliver an
annual employability day providing
help with communication skills,
CV writing, business mentoring
and interview techniques. This
is a valuable opportunity for our
students and gives them a head
start towards success when they
eventually leave education and move
on into the world of work.
Community Links
The academy has strong links with
the community and we continually
seek to grow this special relationship.

We work closely with parents and
carers, local primary and secondary
schools as well as other community
organisations. By working alongside
different community groups, we
can collectively pool our knowledge
and learn from each other. There
are many recent projects which can
be attributed to this association
including: master classes for Gifted
and Talented
students in local
primary schools;
supporting
Maths4Life
Challenge
Days with local
primary schools
(pictured); a
community
afternoon tea
with the elderly;
St Basil’s T.I.N.
project for the

homeless; a science collaboration
with Selly Oak Trust School; the
delivery of a series of parental
engagement workshops for all
parents in the local community and
the annual Summer Fair. All of these
projects contribute to students’
personal development by enriching
their education and broadening their
horizons.

echells
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University Destinations
Many Year 11 students remain at the academy to continue with their studies in the Sixth Form. The personlised learning
they receive at the academy, stands them in good stead for excellent university places. The destinations map below
illustrates just how well they do.

2016

Youth, Community & Families

Law

Early Childhood Education and Care (x 2)
Forensic Investigation
Psychology

Operating Department Practice

Social Care & Health Studies
Criminology & Criminal Justice

Youth Work & Community Development
Biomedical Science

Automotive Engineering
Accounting & Finance
Interior Design
Psychology with Criminology
Adult Nursing
Law with Busines (x2)
Early Years

Computer Science (x 2)
English and TEFL (x 2)
Civil Engineering (x 2)
Management & Professional Accounting
History
Criminology & Psychology
Human Biosciences
Business Management

Law (x2)
Accounting for Management
Engineering and Applied Science
Business and Management

Sociology

Law (x2)

Careers

A

great deal of importance
is placed on how
students will progress
after they leave the
academy whether going into further/
higher education or out into the

Illustration

world of work. Once a week, an
independent careers adviser attends
the academy who provides one-toone meetings. Individual pathways
and ambitions enable students to
make informed choices for key stage

estinations
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4 options and post-16 next steps.
Students in Years 8 – 13 have access
to impartial one-to-one advice
every Monday which can be by
appointment or a lunch time drop in
for quick careers queries.

Key Stage 5

A

vibrant, focussed and
dedicated place of
learning, the Sixth Form
is also celebrating yet
another year of successful results
with 88% of students going on
to attend university. However,
the focus in not only on higher
education, strong business links
and work experience placement
partners ensure that students who
do not wish to pursue the option of
university can instead secure highly
competitive apprenticeships.
Heartlands Academy Sixth Form
engenders a trusting relationship
with students by fostering a ‘can do’
approach, which enables students
to achieve their full educational and
personal potential. A dedicated staff
team takes a hands-on approach to
key stage 5 education, ensuring that
the highest standards are maintained
throughout to provide everyone
with their desired career choice.
The Sixth Form takes pride in its
comprehensive UCAS programme,
which allows students to feel both
empowered and supported. It is
this approach, coupled with the

talent and dedication shown by
the students, that has produced
prestigious university destinations
this year such as The University of
Manchester, The University of Hull,
The University of Birmingham and
Portsmouth University to name but
a few.
To their continued credit, Heartlands
Academy Sixth Form students also
excel within the community. The
Sixth Form’s ‘Team Reality’ took
part in the Envision CommunityApprentice Challenge, competing
against 30+ schools across
Birmingham. They were crowned the
2014 Champions at the end of the
process and a number of Heartlands
Academy Sixth Form Law students
gave a political interview on BBC
Radio 5 Live. A wide range of work
experience placements are offered,
tailored to students’ individual
ambitions and thus ensuring that
the balance between academic
rigour and enrichment is maintained
through two years of intense study.
More information is available in our
Sixth Form Prospectus.

ixth Form
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PE Kit

Students wear:

•
•
•
•
•
•
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black and red academy polo shirt
black and red academy tracksuit
black academy shorts or
black academy PE skirt
black and red socks
trainers

Academy Uniform

Students wear:
black blazer and jumper, both embroidered
with the academy logo
• white shirt
• academy tie
• black tailored trousers or
• black skirt (knee length or longer)
• black, grey or white socks
• smart plain black shoes
• tights, if worn, must be plain black or natural
• plain black headscarf (optional)
• plain black hair accessories (optional)

•

Academy Day

T

he academy day starts at 08:30 with tutor
registration and students must arrive in good
time. There are five teaching periods which start at
08:50 and end at 15:00 with a fifteen minute break
at 11:00 and a thirty-five minute break for lunch. Students
return to their tutor at 15:00 for home-time registration and
can leave at 15:10 unless they have targetted intervention
which may last until 16:10. Sixth form students have a longer
day. Please refer to the sixth form prospectus for more
information. Intervention, detentions, homework clubs and
other extra-curricular activities take place at the end of the
day and the academy will notify parents if their children need
to be kept late for any reason.

Uniform

T

he academy uniform is an
important aspect of student
appearance. Students are
expected to wear correct
uniform at all times during the day, when
travelling to and from the academy and for
educational visits.
The academy has its own black and red
PE kit with logo and all students will be
required to wear a tracksuit, shorts or skirt,
a polo shirt and PE socks together with any
suitable trainers.
All of the academy uniform can be
purchased from Gogna Schoolwear on
Rookery Road, B21 9QU or at one of their
sale days held at the academy during the
summer holiday.
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0121 464 3931
enquiry@heartlands.academy
www.heartlands.academy
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