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The Heartlands Academy family will 
unwaveringly commit to fostering 
an open and honest culture where 
mutual respect encourages reflective, 
inspirational and aspirational people 
to thrive.

Key Objectives
All members of the Heartlands Academy family will:

•	 Create a safe, supportive and challenging learning environment where 
everyone is motivated, listened to and trusted to debate and take 
calculated risks.

•	 Be lifelong learners that will have a thirst for continued development.
•	 Be self-confident individuals who recognise and celebrate the success of 

themselves and others.
•	 Develop and embed skills for the workplace, build principled leadership 

techniques and be collaborative team members.
•	 Have exceptionally high expectations of themselves and others.
•	 Foster a sense of enjoyment and fascination where learners explore, create 

and innovate.
•	 Work in collaboration with the Nechells community to provide better life 

chances for all.
•	 Be committed to promoting the fundamental British 

values of rule of law, democracy, individual liberty and 
mutual respect.  
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Welcome
Welcome to the Heartlands 

Academy’s Sixth Form 
prospectus, which is 

designed to furnish you with all the 
information you need to make the 
right choices at this important time in 
your life. Our high expectations that 
prevailed in years 7 – 11, continue 
throughout the sixth form where 
you will be expected to demonstrate 
a mature attitude as you progress 
into adulthood. At Heartlands, we 
have a passion for excellence that 

drives us to continually improve on 
previous bests. We encourage you to 
do the same and, by recognising your 
potential, you will learn that you can 
make a difference to yourself, your 
family, your community, and society 
as a whole. Please take time to read 
this prospectus carefully and feel free 
to contact myself or Mr Ewart if there 
is anything else you need to know.

Mr F Choudhury
Head Teacher

Welcome and thank you for taking 
the time to read about Heartlands 
Academy Sixth Form. 

The Sixth Form at Heartlands 
Academy prides itself on creating 
an environment where our students 
become both independent learners 
and respectful members of the 
community. Alongside a vastly 
experienced tutor and pastoral team, 
we will endeavour to assist you in 
preparing for life after Year 13, a most 
exciting but often anxious period of 
your life. The Heartlands Academy 
Sixth Form team have a proven track 
record of providing the very best 
support and guidance to our students 
whether it be for apprenticeships, 
UCAS applications or straight into the 
world of work. Couple this care with 
an immensely diverse and engaging 
enrichment programme and you 
will find an institution which always 
focuses on providing you with the 

necessary life and employability 
skills essential to succeed in an 
ever-changing world. I believe our 
excellent retention rate demonstrates 
how we will always go above and 
beyond in order to help our students.

To all parents and guardians, I want 
you to know that we will work closely 
with your child’s subject staff to 
ensure they are on track to fulfilling 
their potential. We will also strive to 
foster a collaborative relationship 
with parents and guardians to enable 
you to assist in the positive progress 
of your child.

I welcome prospective students 
and their families to get in touch if 
there is anything further you need 
to know. Choosing the right place of 
study and subject options can be a 
life-changing decision; I want to help 
you to get it right.

Mr D Ewart
Head of Sixth Form
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Eight Reasons to 
Choose Heartlands 
Sixth Form

•	 A challenging and supportive ethos

•	 Outstanding teaching

•	 A Sixth Form that will work with you to 
meet your personal requirements

•	 Small classes with excellent teacher to 
student ratios

•	 A wide range of courses at Level 3

•	 Your own Sixth Form building in which to 
work and socialise

•	 Special Sixth Form events and activities

•	 Support with career, further and higher 
education progression
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Our
Trust

At E-ACT we take inspiration 
from our pupils. Their 
insatiable appetite for 

knowledge, seemingly limitless 
energy supplies and creativity in 
and out of the classroom never 
fail to inspire. We exist to ensure 
that all children, regardless of their 
background or postcode, have access 
to a great education.

By giving our pupils the space and 
time to explore, to learn, to reach 
out to new people and to challenge 
themselves everyday, we provide an 
education which gives every pupil 
the opportunity to be the best they 
can possibly be. Furthermore we 
want every single person within 
E-ACT to be driven by three core 
values. We want our pupils to think 
big for themselves and for the 
world around them; we want them 
to do the right thing in everything 
they do, and we want them to 
show strong team spirit. At E-ACT 
we are responsible for educating 
over 14,000 pupils across our 24 
academies in England. For more 
information please visit 

www.e-act.org.uk

Heartlands Academy is one of 24 
state funded academies in England 
sponsored by E-ACT, a multi-
academy trust.
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Heartlands Academy Sixth 
Form is fortunate enough 
to have its own dedicated 

building for its students as well as the 
use of the main academy building. 
Within this setting, there are ample 
computer rooms for students to 
concentrate on their learning, away 
from the hustle and bustle of the 
main academy and those students 
in Years 7-11. We also have purpose 
built classrooms for the sole use 
of Sixth Form subjects as well as 
£40,000 worth of laptops for students 
to use during their study periods. 

Please feel free to get in touch to 
arrange a viewing of the excellent 
facilities we have on offer.

Our
Facilities
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Biomedical Science with Foundation Year
Psychology (Criminal Behaviour)

Social Care , Criminology and Criminal Justice

Adult Nursing
Business Economics

Computer Science
Criminology

Diagnostic Radiography
Early Childhood Studies x 2

Illustration
Law x2

Law with Business
Midwifery

Primary Education with QTS x 2
Psychology

Radiotherapy
Working with Children Families 

and Young People x 2            

Social Policy with Year Abroad
Sociology Psychology

Human Geography
Law Criminology with Psychology

Biomedical Science

Accounting and Finance x 2
Business and Finance
Business Management
Fine Art
Games Art
Integrative Counselling Theory and 
Practice
Law and Practice
Psychology

Economics

Civil Engineering

Nursing (Adult)

Psychology

Accounting for Management
Chemical Engineering
Foundation in Engineering and Applied 
Science
Mathematics
Opometry

Nursing Studies with registration

Law

University Destinations
Heartlands Academy Sixth 

Form engenders a trusting 
relationship with students 

by fostering a ‘can do’ approach, 
which ensures that our students 
achieve their full educational and 
personal potential. Our dedicated 
team takes a hands-on approach 
to your KS5 education, ensuring 
that the highest standards are 
maintained throughout to provide 
you with the career choices that you 
desire. We pride ourselves on our 
comprehensive UCAS programme, 
which allows students to feel both 
empowered and supported. It is 

this approach, coupled with the 
talent and dedication shown by 
our students, that has produced 
university destinations this year such 
as The University of Manchester, The 
University of Hull ,The University 
of Birmingham and Portsmouth 
University to name but a few.
Outstanding Results
Having been awarded the highest 
possible Ofsted grade in every 
category in 2009, 2012 and again in 
2014, Heartlands Academy truly is 
the embodiment of an ‘Outstanding’ 
educational institution. With these 
credentials it is no wonder that 

Heartlands Academy Sixth Form 
is once again having a record year 
in terms of numbers of applicants. 
A vibrant, focussed and dedicated 
place of learning, the Sixth Form is 
also celebrating yet another year 
of successful results with 88% of 
our students going on to attend 
university. We do not just focus 
on higher education however and 
our strong business links and work 
experience placement partners 
ensure that students who do 
not wish to pursue the option of 
university can instead secure highly 
competitive apprenticeships.

2017
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Pastoral
Personal Tutor
An essential facet of your Sixth Form 
experience. Your tutor will be your 
first port of call for any queries or 
issues you may be experiencing. They 
will also conduct regular learning 
conversations with you focussing 
on your progress, punctuality and 
attendance as well as providing 
invaluable advice and assistance on 
how to maximise your potential. Your 
tutor will also be writing your UCAS 
reference. Get to know them, so they 
can get to know you!
Positive Collaboration with Parents 
and Guardians
We believe that a strong and 
progressive relationship with all 
parents and guardians is key in 
helping students achieve their 
maximum potential. It is for this 
reason that we will be in constant 
contact with home regarding all 
issues, good and bad! You will also 

receive a detailed report on your 
progress, attendance and punctuality 
once a year, where parents and 
guardians are also invited to 

Heartlands Academy to discuss your 
current levels of attainment with 
subject staff.
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Enrichment
Above and Beyond
To their continued credit, Heartlands 

Academy Sixth Form students also 
excel within the community. The 
Sixth Form’s ‘Team Reality’ took 
part in the Envision Community-
Apprentice Challenge, competing 
against 30+ schools across 
Birmingham. They were crowned 
Champions at the end of the process. 
Two other students have also given 
a speech at the Conservative Party 
Conference. The Sixth Form football 
team have been named District 
Champions in the recent past and a 
number of Heartlands Academy Sixth 
Form Law students gave a political 
interview on BBC Radio 5 Live. 
Employability
We offer a wide range of work 
experience placements tailored 
to the individual ambitions of our 
students and ensure that the balance 
between academic rigour and 
enrichment is maintained through 
two years of intense study. 

Every year, a selection of our 
students enrol onto externally 
led initiatives with the aim that 
unrivalled experience can be sought 
within a variety of educational and 
employment environments. The Year 
12 cohort of 2016-2017 took part in 
the following programmes to name 
but a few:

•	 Aston Media School 
Programme – Coordinated 
in conjunction with Aston 
University

•	 The Nuffield Research Project 
- Supported by Coventry 
University.

•	 Oxford Brookes Subject 
Placements experiences – 
Delivered by Oxford University.

Sixth Formers as Role Models
Sixth Form students are expected 
to participate in the wider life of 
the academy. This could include 
assisting in lessons by mentoring 
younger students to help with the 
smooth running of the Learning 
Resource Centre. Opportunities such 
as these provide excellent content 
for the UCAS process or employment 
applications.

E-ACT National Awards
Our Academy Trust, E-ACT, hold an 
annual awards ceremony where 
students can receive awards 
in recognition of outstanding 
achievement.

Heartlands Academy Sixth Form 
were extremely proud to learn 
that this year, one of our Year 13 
students, Aleema was the overall 
winner for Outstanding Academic 
Achievement 16-17. She received her 
award at the inaugural E-ACT Pupil 

Celebration event at the Town Hall in 
Birmingham.

Aleema was nominated by the 
Head of Sixth Form, Mr. Ewart for a 
number of reasons: from her kind 
and thoughtful demeanour towards 
all of her teachers and peers to the 
exceptional ‘working at’ grades she 
has gained over the past two years. 
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Dress Code
Students are expected to be 

in formal business dress/
office wear when attending 

Heartlands Academy Sixth Form. 
This dress code is to be implemented 
from September 2017 and follows a 
consultation with the students and 
the Pastoral Team.
Formal dress code is becoming more 
common place at many sixth form 
establishments as it fosters a more 
mature attitude from students and 
is in keeping with a business like 
setting.
 There are many positives to be 
gained such as:
•	 improving the mindset of 

students and encouraging 
them to be aware of their 
employability status.

•	 helps students to be good role 
models to younger students at 
the academy 

The new dress code is not a 
uniform and is open to a variety of 
interpretations which students are 
encouraged to embrace. However, 
there are some basic requirements 
which students will be expected to 
adhere to. Here are some acceptable 
examples of dress style and 
combinations:
•	 A suit or jacket with a shirt and 

tie or a blouse.
•	 Trousers or smart chinos 

providing they are not of a cut 
or style similar to that found in 
jeans.

•	 A dress or skirt no shorter 
than 2” (5cm) from the 
top of the knee (this is an 
appropriate length for a school 
environment)

•	 Smart religious dress is also 
encouraged.
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Timetable
A ll students are expected to 

be at the academy in time 
for registration at 08:30. 

There are a total of six lesson periods 
each day with a 15 minute break in 
the morning and a 35 minute lunch 
break at 12:15. The day ends at 16:10. 

The Sixth Form timetable is 
generally lighter than at Key Stage 
4. There will be some independent 
study periods during the week 
which are not dedicated to subject 

teaching. During these times, 
students will be expected to conduct 
thier own private study within the 
Sixth Form building. However, there 
may be occasions when the pastoral 
team deem it beneficial for a student 
to have individually tailored study 
time. These are known as Directed 
Independent Study Periods (D.I.S.P), 
and will be timetabled sessions 
where there is an expectation to 
attend.
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How To Apply
Once you have decided you 

would like to apply, the first 
thing to do, is complete 

an application form and the top 
section of the reference form, both 
of which can be downloaded from 
our website. Do not worry if you are 
not yet totally sure which courses 
you would like to take, simply 
indicate those in which you are 
most interested. You will not need 
to make any firm choices until your 
interview. Final decisions will be 
made at enrolment which takes place 
after publication of your GCSE/BTEC 
results.

Your Student Reference form 
should be passed to your tutor 
for them to complete the other 
sections. Your tutor will then need 
to return it to the Sixth Form. A 
reference will be required before any 
interviews can talk place.

Following the receipt of your 
application and reference, we will 
contact you with an invitation to 
interview. 

This written letter will also give 
details about enrolment which will 
take place after GCSE/BTEC results 
are published. It is at this time 
that subjects and courses will be 

fully confirmed. Studies will then 
commence in the September.
We look forward to receiving your 
application.
Applications and enquiries to:
Mr. D. Ewart – Head of Sixth Form
Heartlands Academy Sixth Form
Francis Street, Birmingham B7 4JR
Tel: 0121 675 3796
email: Darren.ewart@e-act.org.uk
www.heartlands-academy.
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FAQs
How many subjects can I choose?
Three subjects is normal, although 
in the instances of exceptional GCSE 
performance, this can be negotiated 
to accommodate four subjects
How do I decide what subjects to 
take?
We encourage you to pick those 
subjects in which you have a genuine 
interest as well as those which are 
likely to facilitate your chosen career 
path.
How can I find out more about the 
subjects on offer?
Make sure you read the information 
provided in the subject section of 
this prospectus carefully and direct 

any questions you may have to the 
relevant subject staff.
What happens during and after my 
interview?
At the interview, we will discuss your 
application, your subject choices and 
your progress. All being well, we will 
make you a written offer of a place in 
the Sixth Form. The offer will usually 
be conditional, meaning we will 
expect certain grades to be achieved 
in certain subjects.
What happens on GCSE results day 
and my subsequent enrolment to 
the Sixth Form?
During this time, your subjects’ 
courses will be fully confirmed upon 

reviewing your GCSE results. Should 
specific entry requirements not be 
met, then an alternative curriculum 
offer will be presented. Students who 
then successfully enrol at the Sixth 
Form will commence their studies in 
September.



|14|

Courses
Subject Qualification Page
Applied Science BTEC Level 3 15

Biology A Level 16

Business Studies A Level 17

Chemistry A Level 18

Core Mathematics Level 3 19

English A Level 20

Fine Art A Level 21

Health and Social Care BTEC Level 3 22

History A Level 23

ICT Cambridge Technical 24

Law A Level 25

Mathematics A Level 26

Physics A Level 27

Psychology A Level 28

Religious Education A Level 29

Sociology A Level 30

Sport BTEC Level 3 Extd. Cert. 31

NB Courses are subject to change.
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Subject Qualification Page
Applied Science BTEC Level 3 15

Biology A Level 16

Business Studies A Level 17

Chemistry A Level 18

Core Mathematics Level 3 19

English A Level 20

Fine Art A Level 21

Health and Social Care BTEC Level 3 22

History A Level 23

ICT Cambridge Technical 24

Law A Level 25

Mathematics A Level 26

Physics A Level 27

Psychology A Level 28

Religious Education A Level 29

Sociology A Level 30

Sport BTEC Level 3 Extd. Cert. 31

Applied Science

The Pearson BTEC Level 3 
National Extended Certificate 
in Applied Science is 

intended to be an Applied General 
qualification for post16 students 
wanting to continue their education 
through applied learning and who 
aim to progress to higher education, 
and ultimately to employment, 
possibly in the applied science sector.

The applied science sector is 
diverse and wide-ranging, including, 
for example, biomedical, forensic, 
physical and chemical sciences. 
There are approximately 5.8 million 
people employed in applied science 
occupations in the UK. This equates 
to approximately 20% of the 
workforce.

The Pearson BTEC Level 3 National 
Extended Certificate in Applied 
Science is made up of four units, 
assessed either through internal 
assessment or external exams.

The four units offered at Heartlands 
Academy are:
Unit 1 Principles and Applications of 
Science I (externally examined unit).
Unit 2 Practical Scientific Procedures 
and Techniques (internally marked 
assignments).
Unit 3 Science Investigation Skills 
(externally examined unit).
Unit 8 Physiology of Human 
Body Systems (internally marked 
assignments).

Progression and Careers 
This qualification, is primarily 
designed to support progression 
to employment, after further study 
at university. However, it can also 
support students progressing to 
employment directly, or via an 
apprenticeship. It will give successful 
students the transferable knowledge, 
understanding and skills that will 
be an advantage when applying for 
a range of industry linked training 
programmes or apprenticeships in 
the applied science, or other sector 
of their choice.

Qualification: BTEC Level 3
Head of Department/Staff contact: Mrs A Khan
Minimum entry requirements: Five GCSEs Grade 4 or above (incl. English and Maths), plus Grade 4 or above in either
Combined Science or Triple Science.
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Biology

Studying Biology will enable you 
to understand the similarities 
between all living things. You 

will learn how cells, (smaller than the 
eye can see), make up the largest 
animals and how these animals and 
all other life are controlled by two 
tiny strands of DNA. You will learn 
by practical work, theory, group and 
independent work.
A level Biology OCR
The units covered are:
Module 1: Development of Practical 
Skills in Biology
Module 2: Foundations of Biology
Module 3: Exchange and Transport
Module 4: Biodiversity, Evolution 
and Disease
Module 5: Communication, 
Homeostasis and Energy
Module 6: Genetics, Evolution and 
Ecosystems

Assessment is through three exams 
at the end of the course.
Progression and Careers 
Achieving a good grade in Biology, 
when combined with other 
appropriate A level subjects, will 
enable you to go on to further study 
for careers in health and clinical 
professions such as medicine, 
dentistry, veterinary science, 
physiotherapy, pharmacy, optometry 
and nursing, as well as biological 
sciences such as biochemistry, 
molecular biology and forensic 
science. Careers in conservation, 
zoology, marine biology or food 
science are also possible if you study 
Biology.

Qualification: A Level
Head of Department/Staff contact: Mrs A Khan
Minimum entry requirements: Five GCSEs Grade 4 or above (incl. English), plus Grade 6 or above in either
Combined Science or Triple Science, in addition to a Grade 6 or above in GCSE Mathematics.
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Business 
Studies

The OCR A Level in Business 
will encourage learners to 
be inspired, motivated and 

challenged by following a broad, 
coherent, practical, satisfying and 
worthwhile course of study. It 
provides insight into, and experience 
of, how businesses work, stimulating 
learners’ curiosity and encouraging 
them to engage with commerce in 
their everyday lives and to make 
informed choices about further study 
and about career choices.

There are three exams to be taken 
in Year 13:
•	 Operating in a Local Business 

Environment
•	 The UK Business Environment
•	 The Global Business Environment

Progression and Careers 
Many students go on to Business 
or Business related degrees after 
studying the A Level. It is also a good 
general route into Higher education 
or as an entry to employment.

Qualification: A Level
Head of Department/Staff contact: Mr S Hussain
Minimum entry requirements: Five GCSEs Grade 4 or above (incl. English and Maths).
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Chemistry

Chemistry is the study of 
processes which make the 
world work. You will learn 

about how atoms interact with each 
other to build everything around 
you. As well as theoretical chemistry, 
practical work will teach you to 
observe, analyse and communicate 
complicated ideas.
A level Chemistry OCR
The units covered are:
Unit 1: Development of Practical 
Skills in Chemistry
Unit 2: Foundations of Chemistry
Unit 3: Periodic Table and Energy
Unit 4: Core Organic Chemistry
Unit 5: Physical Chemistry and 
Transition Elements
Unit 6: Organic Chemistry and 
Analysis

Assessment is through three exams 
at the end of the course.
Progression and Careers 
Achieving a good grade in Chemistry, 
when combined with other 
appropriate A level subjects, is a 
great choice for people who want 
to go on to a career in health and 
clinical professions, such as medicine, 
nursing, biochemistry, dentistry 
and forensic science. It will also 
equip you for a career in industry, 
for example in the petrochemical 
and pharmaceutical industries as 
well as forensics and environmental 
protection.

Qualification: A Level
Head of Department/Staff contact: Mrs A Khan
Minimum entry requirements: Five GCSEs Grade 4 or above (incl. English), plus Grade 6 or above in either
Combined Science or Triple Science, in addition to a Grade 6 or above in GCSE Mathematics.
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Core Mathematics

Mathematics is for everyone. 
It is diverse, engaging and 
essential in equipping 

students with the right skills to reach 
their future destination, whatever 
that may be.

Level 3 Mathematical Studies 
(Core Maths) is a new qualification 
designed for students who have 
achieved a grade 5 or above at GCSE.

This is an exciting and engaging 
new mathematics qualification that 
sits comfortably between GCSE and 
A-level, filling a long overlooked gap.

The AQA Level 3 Certificate in 
Mathematical Studies (Core Maths) 
consists of two externally-examined 
papers both of which are 1 hour 30 
minutes long.

During this course, you will develop 
and demonstrate confidence and 
competence in the understanding 

and application of mathematical 
modelling in the solution of 
problems related to the use of 
statistical techniques.
Progression and Careers 
This course helps to develop your 
mathematical skills and thinking 
and supports courses such as A-level 
Psychology, Sciences and Geography 
as well as technical and vocational 
qualifications.

This course is designed to 
support post-16 learners with the 
mathematical and statistical needs of 
their further study of other subjects, 
as well as for employment and 
everyday life such as mathematical 
modelling, costing, risk and the use 
of spreadsheets. Financial problem 
solving, which is important for all 
learners no matter what their future 
ambitions, is also a feature of the 

qualification.

Qualification: Level 3
Head of Department/Staff contact: Dr F McQuillan
Minimum entry requirements: Five GCSEs Grade 4 or above (incl. English) plus Grad 6 or above in Mathematics.
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English

English Literature has long been 
acknowledged as a highly 
valuable and prestigious A Level. 

It still ranks today as one of the top 
subjects to study in preparation for 
University and is formally listed as a 
Facilitating Subject for Russell Group 
Universities. Along with English 
Language, Literature is perennially 
popular as a subject for A Level 
study as it is an excellent companion 
subject for History, Law and many 
other A Level subjects which require 
analysis of texts and data sources 
in order to create arguments and 
present interpretations supported by 
evidence. It is also a great subject to 
do just because you love it and love 
reading quality literature.
The AS course
Students will benefit from studying 
a variety of poetry, prose and drama 
ranging from the 1500s to the 
present day. The texts studied are 
unified by their exploration of love 
and associated themes such as: loss, 

hatred, jealousy, and social stigma. 
Typical titles include: Shakespeare’s 
Othello, Daphne du Maurier’s 
Rebecca and ‘Remember’ by Christina 
Rossetti. In addition, students will be 
equipped with the analytical skills 
to read and interpret unseen love 
poetry. In particular, they will be 
encouraged to become inquisitive 
learners through their exploration of 
the contexts in which the texts were 
produced. This will ultimately result 
in them developing a wide ranging 
and highly critical understanding of 
the theme and thus prepare them for 
further independent study. 
The A-level course
Building on the skills developed at 
AS Level, students will procure a 
deepened understanding of genres 
such as dystopian/science fiction 
and literary realism. All texts studied 
will continue to be underpinned 
by the central theme of love. Such 
works include: Margret Atwood’s 
The Handmaid’s Tale, Tennessee 

William’s A Street Car Named Desire, 
The Feminine Gospels by Carol Ann 
Duffy and a selection of unseen 
prose extracts. The assessment for 
the whole course will take the form 
of two exams at the end of the two 
years. Students will also produce an 
extended essay for the coursework 
component. This essay will give 
students the opportunity to peruse 
independent study in an area of 
interest and apply their growing 
knowledge of critical theory. 
Progression and Careers 
English Literature is one of the 
most popular courses at university 
and success in this subject will 
also allow you to access all sorts of 
degrees and career pathways such 
as teaching, social work and the 
legal field. This course is suitable for 
students who want to do modern or 
more traditional English courses at 
University.

Qualification: A Level
Head of Department/Staff contact: Ms R Smith
Minimum entry requirements: Five GCSEs Grade 4 or above (incl. Maths), plus Grade 6 or above in English.
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Fine Art

A level Art leads on directly 
from the GCSE course and 
allows for the students 

to have more time and gain the 
experience necessary to develop 
their own practical abilities. Students 
who choose to study A level Art make 
a great deal of progress in terms of 
their skill level and confidence and 
are given all the support they need.

The A level course allows students 
to develop as artists and to build a 
highly sophisticated body of work, 
in their own style and specialism. 
A practical portfolio is completed 
alongside a written personal study, 
in which students demonstrate 
sophisticated contextual 
understanding.

The specification for the course 
has changed in a way that benefits 

students. The full A level course now 
consists of two projects as opposed 
to the previous four. This allows 
students to have more time to fully 
develop their ideas and reduces 
the amount of practical work that is 
expected.

In Year 12, students will attend a 
range of sessions and workshops in 
which they explore different drawing 
and painting techniques along with 
experimental techniques. They will 
then, through individual and group 
tutorials, decide on a theme for their 
first major project. In this project, 
students will be expected to produce 
a portfolio of work and an annotated 
sketchbook.

In Year 13, students will continue 
with their project and will write an 
essay, based on some personally 

selected artists or designers. They 
will produce a large scale, personal 
final outcome to their project. 
Students will be assessed on how 
well developed their ideas are and 
how meaningful, creative and skilful 
their work is.

In February, students will begin 
their examination project, in which 
they must produce a sketchbook 
and portfolio based on starting 
points set by the exam board. The 
final exam will take place over three 
days and during this time students 
will produce a final response to their 
theme.

Qualification: A Level
Head of Department/Staff contact: Miss G Bailey/ Ms H Akhtar
Minimum entry requirements: Five GCSEs Grade 4 or above (incl. English and Maths), plus Grade 6 or above in Art.
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Health and 
Social Care

A Diploma in Health and Social 
Care is flexible to suit all 
fields of health and social 

care. Learners can select a pathway 
that suits their role - for example, 
working with people who have 
a learning disability, people with 
dementia or children and young 
people. These qualifications are 
designed to equip learners with the 
skills and knowledge needed to care 
for others in a broad range of health 
or social care settings. This is the 
main qualification required by the 
Quality Care Commission in England 
and the Care Councils in Wales and 
Northern Ireland.

In the health and social care these 
qualifications are:
•	 Pearson BTEC Level 3 National 

Extended Certificate in Health 
and Social Care (360 GLH) 
601/7197/2

•	 Pearson BTEC Level 3 National 
Diploma in Health and Social 
Care (720 GLH) 601/7194/7

•	 Pearson BTEC Level 3 National 
Extended Diploma in Health 
and Social Care (1080 GLH) 
601/7198/4

Each qualification in the suite has 
its own purpose. The mandatory and 
optional content provides a balance 
of breadth and depth, while retaining 

a degree of choice for individual 
learners to study content relevant to 
their own interests and progression 
choices. 

Assessment is specifically designed 
to fit the purpose and objective of 
the qualification. It includes a range 
of assessment types and styles suited 
to vocational qualifications in the 
sector. There are three main forms 
of assessment that you need to 
be aware of: external, internal and 
synoptic.

Learners taking this qualification 
will study six mandatory units:
•	 Human Lifespan Development
•	 Working in Health and Social 

Care
•	 Meeting Individual Care and 

Support Needs
•	 Principles of Safe Practice in 

Health and Social Care
•	 Enquiries into Current Research 

in Health and Social Care
•	 Promoting Public Health.

Optional units allow learners to 
develop their interests in different 
parts of the sector and include:
•	 Sociological Perspectives
•	 Psychological Perspectives
•	 Caring for Individuals with 

Additional Needs
•	 Physiological Disorders and their 

Care

•	 Nutritional Health.
Progression and Careers
This qualification can help you 
succeed in a wide range of 
healthcare settings, such as:
•	 residential care 
•	 community and primary care 
•	 acute health environments (eg 

hospitals) 
•	 domiciliary services (home care / 

home help) 
•	 supported living projects 
•	 community-based care 
•	 private care for a person or 

family.
The qualification is intended to carry 
UCAS points and is recognised by 
higher education institutions as 
contributing to meeting admission 
requirements to many relevant 
courses. It can be taken alongside, for 
example:
•	 A Level in Biology, which could 

lead to a BSc (Hons) in Nursing or 
Midwifery

•	 A Level in Sociology, which could 
lead to a BA (Hons) in Social Work

•	 BTEC Certificate in Sport, which 
could lead to a BSc (Hons) in 
Physiotherapy

•	 A Level in Psychology, which 
could lead to a BSc (Hons) in 
Psychology.

Qualification: BTEC Level 3
Head of Department/Staff contact: Mr S Hussain
Minimum entry requirements: Five GCSEs Grade 4 or above (incl. English and Maths).
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History

AQA History has been 
designed to help students 
understand the significance 

of historical events, the role of 
individuals in history and the 
nature of change over time. This 
qualification will help students 
gain a deeper understanding of 
the past through political, social, 
economic and cultural perspectives. 
The engaging topics available from 
British, European and wider world 
contexts will provide students with 
the knowledge and skills required to 
succeed.
The AQA course
1: The Tudors: England, 1485–1603 
Henry VII, Henry VIII, Instability and 
Consolidation: ‘the Mid-Tudor Crisis’, 
The triumph of Elizabeth.
2 hours 30 minutes examination (Year 
13) 40% of overall mark.

2: Democracy and Nazism: 
Germany, 1918–1945
The Establishment, early years of the 
Weimar Republic, 1918–1928
The Collapse of Democracy, 1928–
1933
The Nazi Dictatorship, The Racial 
State, The impact of War, 1933–1945. 
2 hours 30 minutes examination (Year 
13) 40% of overall mark

3: Historical investigation
This investigation must:
•	 be independently researched 

and written by the student, -be 
presented in the form of a piece 
of extended writing of between 
3,000 and 3,500 words, 

•	 draw upon the student’s 
investigation of sources (both 
primary and secondary) which 
relate to the development or 

issue chosen and the differing 
interpretations that have been 
placed on the issue to be 
investigated 

•	 be within a context of 
approximately 100 years

Non-exam assessment (Year 13 
submission) 20% of overall mark.

Progression and Careers
•	 Criminology/Sociology
•	 History/Archaeology
•	 Law
•	 Medicine
•	 Business
•	 Finance/Accountancy
•	 Town planning
•	 Politics and government
•	 Journalism
•	 Teaching

Qualification: A Level
Head of Department/Staff contact: Mrs K Steward-Hoque
Minimum entry requirements: Five GCSEs Grade 4 or above (incl. English and Maths), plus Grade 6 or above in 
History.
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ICT

“Inspiring Confident and Creative 
Users of 21st Century Digital 
Technology”

Our high-quality 
computing education 
equips our students 

with computational thinking and 
creativity to understand and change 
the world. The core of computing 
is computer science, in which 
pupils are taught the principles of 
information and computation, how 
digital systems work, and how to 
put this knowledge to use through 
programming. By continually 
building on this knowledge and 
understanding, students are 
equipped to use information 
technology to create programs, 
systems and a range of content. 
Computing also ensures that our 
students become digitally literate 
at a level suitable for the future 
workplace and as active participants 
in a digital world.

The OCR Level 3 Cambridge 

Technicals Introductory Diploma 
in IT offers specialist pathways in IT 
Infrastructure Technician, Emerging 
Digital Technology Practitioner, 
Application Developer, and Data 
Analyst. Students will apply their 
practical skills and knowledge 
in preparation for further study, 
Higher Education or the workplace. 
The course focuses on the skills, 
knowledge and understanding that 
today’s universities and employers 
demand.

The qualification aims to 
develop students’ knowledge and 
understanding of the principles of 
IT and Global Information Systems. 
Students will gain an insight into 
the IT sector as they investigate 
the pace of technological change, 
IT infrastructure, and the flow of 
information on a global scale and 
the importance of legal and security 
considerations. Students will also 
develop professional, personal and 
social skills through interaction with 

peers, stakeholders and clients, as 
well as theoretical knowledge and 
understanding to underpin these 
skills. These support the transferable 
skills required by universities and 
employers such as communication, 
problem solving, time management, 
research and analytical skills.

To attain the qualification, students 
must complete five units during the 
two years of study. Three units are 
mandatory, two externally assessed 
through written exams taken either 
in January or June of the academic 
year and one internally assessed 
through coursework submission. 
There are nine optional units of 
which two must be selected and 
they are internally assessed through 
coursework submission.

The Cambridge Technicals in IT 
has been developed to meet the 
changing needs of the sector, and 
prepare students for the challenges 
they’ll face in Higher Education or 
employment in the IT sector.

Qualification: Level 3 Cambridge Technicals
Head of Department/Staff contact: Mr D Miah
Minimum entry requirements: Five GCSEs Grade 4 or above (incl. English and Maths).
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Law

Law is a unique and fascinating 
subject that affects our 
everyday lives. It is a subject 

that allows us to develop a range of 
skills and explore many aspects of 
human life and behaviour, but it also 
presents us with the opportunity to 
investigate and consider the wider 
aspects of legislation, justice and 
human rights and how this affects 
our own rights as individuals.

Studying law at Heartlands 
Academy enables our students to 
leave with the confidence and ability 
to meet the challenges of university. 
With mooting opportunities, 
parliamentary and court visits 
students are exposed to the realities 
of the legal profession and what it 
entails. 

The new OCR A Level Specification 
introduced in September 2017 
provides students with the 
opportunity to explore law in more 
depth.

Law students develop a range of 
skills including the application of 
legal rules and principles to present 
an argument, analysis and evaluation 

of the law, legal issues and concepts. 
The A Level qualification consists of 

three exam papers, each 2 hours long 
and each worth 331/3% of the marks.

There is a variety of exam questions 
including essay questions and legal 
scenario questions.
Students will learn about:

•	 The Legal System
•	 Criminal Law
•	 Law Making
•	 The Law of Tort
•	 The Nature of Law
•	 Human Rights Law

Year 12
1. The Legal System 

•	 Courts
•	 Criminal Process
•	 Solicitors & Barristers
•	 Lay People
•	 Legal Service

2. Criminal Law
•	 Murder
•	 Manslaughter
•	 Liability
•	 Attempted Crimes
•	 Non-Fatal Offences
•	 Defences

Year 13
1. Law Making

•	 Doctrine of Precedent
•	 Legislation
•	 European Law
•	 Reform

2. The Nature of Law
•	 Law and Morality
•	 Law and Justice
•	 Law and Technology
3. Human Rights

Progression and Careers
Students wishing to continue their 
legal studies after A Level can opt 
for a university degree or work-
based apprenticeship. Both of these 
routes can lead to the qualifications 
required to become a solicitor,
barrister or legal executive. Other 
popular careers include the police,
teaching, social work, business and 
accounting. Previously, students from 
Heartlands Sixth Form have gone 
onto to study LLB Law Degrees at 
Universities such as The University of 
Birmingham, Manchester University 
and Aston University.

Qualification: A Level
Head of Department/Staff contact: Miss D Brock
Minimum entry requirements: Five GCSEs Grade 4 or above (incl. Maths), plus Grade 6 or above in English.
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Mathematics

Mathematics is a fascinating 
subject and will assist 
in unlocking the 

ambiguities of science, technology 
and mechanical entities. Studying 
Mathematics boasts of higher 
earning potential as well as exciting 
job prospects from healthcare and 
climate change to risk assessment 
and analysis. Choosing Mathematics 
will give students transferable skills 
whether deciphering statistics 
or managing a budget, their 
mathematical background will help 
them to think logically, analyse data 
and express themself clearly.

The Pearson Edexcel Level 3 
Advanced GCE in Mathematics 
consists of three externally-examined 
papers all of which are 2 hours long. 
During this course, students will 
learn to extend their knowledge of 
algebra and geometry from GCSE 

and explore the ways in which 
mathematics can be applied in the 
real world. Content comprising 
of proof, coordinate geometry, 
differentiation and integration 
along with statistical analysis and 
mechanics. It contains advanced 
algebraic techniques which will 
make students fluent in the key 
mathematics topics for science and 
engineering along with organising 
and presenting structured and 
logical arguments through abstract 
and symbolic thinking.
Progression and Careers 
A-Level Mathematics is essential for 
studying Higher order Mathematics, 
Physics or Engineering at University. 
Other courses which benefit from 
A-Level Mathematics are medicine, 
economics, accounting and other 
sciences such as sports science.

Qualification: A Level
Head of Department/Staff contact: Dr F McQuillan
Minimum entry requirements: Five GCSEs Grade 4 or above (incl. English), plus Grade 7 or above in Maths.
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Physics

Physics is a subject which 
allows students to explore the 
building blocks of the universe. 

Students will come to understand 
how and why the world and 
everything around them behaves as 
it does. Through experimentation 
and theory, students learn to explore 
and communicate ideas.

A Physics A Level is one of the 
most respected A levels there is, as 
it shows that students are numerate 
and can handle a demanding course 
to a high level. There are many useful 
skills that can be developed whilst 
studying physics; such as problem 
solving, reasoning, practical skills, 
communication as well as the 
obvious numeracy skills.

A level Physics OCR
The units covered are:
Unit 1: Measurements and their 
Errors
Unit 2: Particles and Radiation
Unit 3: Waves
Unit 4: Mechanics and Materials
Unit 5: Electricity
Unit 6: Further Mechanics and 
Thermal Physics
Unit 7: Fields and their 
Consequences
Unit 8: Nuclear Physics
Unit 9: Astrophysics

Assessment is through three, two 
hour papers at the end of the course.
Progression and Careers 
Achieving a good grade in physics 
(when combined with other 

appropriate A level subjects), can 
help students to go on to further 
study and get into careers such 
as food scientist, climatologist, 
radiographer, ergonomics expert, 
geophysicist, architect, pilot, 
oceanography, audio technician, 
engineering as well as medicine.

Qualification: A Level
Head of Department/Staff contact: Mrs A Khan
Minimum entry requirements: Five GCSEs Grade 4 or above (incl. English), plus Grade 6 or above in either
Combined Science or Triple Science, in addition to a Grade 6 or above in GCSE Mathematics.
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Psychology

Studying psychology gives 
students hands on experience 
of a range of different research 

methods that will encourage active 
learning. Students will also gain an 
appreciation of how psychological 
knowledge and understanding 
develops over time. There will 
also be an opportunity to explore 
applications of psychology to gain 
an insight into how psychological 
theory can be applied to real world 
situations. Over the duration of the 
course, students will develop the 
ability to communicate effectively 
using appropriate language and 
become psychologically literate 
citizens.

Psychology A level course
Paper 1
Research methods (01)* 
Written paper 2 hours  
90 marks (30% of overall mark)

Paper 2
Psychological themes through core 
studies (02)*
Written paper 2 hours  
105 marks (35% of overall mark)

Paper 3
Applied psychology (03) 
Written paper 2 hours
105 marks (35% of overall mark) 

Progression and Careers 
Psychology can be useful in a 
number of careers including the 
police, prison and probation services, 
human resources, marketing, 
education, occupational therapy and 
mental health work.

Qualification: A Level
Head of Department/Staff contact: Miss N Hawtin and Miss D Brock
Minimum entry requirements: Five GCSEs Grade 4 or above (incl. Maths), plus Grade 6 or above in English.
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Religious
Education

Our religious studies 
curriculum covers two of 
the major world religions 

(Christianity and Islam), as well 
as contemporary ethical and 
philosophical themes, ensuring 
students have a diverse choice 
of intriguing subjects to explore. 
Students are challenged with 
questions about belief, values, 
meaning, purpose and truth, 
enabling them to develop their 
own attitudes towards religious 
issues. Students will also gain 
an appreciation of how religion, 
philosophy and ethics form the basis 
of our culture. They will develop 
analytical and critical thinking skills, 
the ability to work with abstract 
ideas, leadership and research 
skills. All these skills help to prepare 
students for further study.

The A level is a two year course 
comprising of the study of religion, 
philosophy, and ethics. Content 
includes:
Component 1: Philosophy of 
Religion and Ethics
Section A: Philosophy of Religion

•	 Arguments for the Existence of 
God

•	 Evil and Suffering
•	 Religious Experience
•	 Religious Language
•	 Miracles
•	 Self
•	 Life after Death

Section B: Ethics and Religion
•	 Ethical Theories
•	 Issues of Human Life and Death
•	 Issues of Animal Life and Death
•	 Introduction to Meta Ethics
•	 Free Will and Moral Responsibility
•	 Conscience
•	 Bentham
•	 Kant

Component 2: Study of Religion 
and Dialogues
Students are required to study the 
aspects of the religious beliefs, 
teachings, values and practices of 
Islam
Section A:	Study	of	Religion	•Sources	
of Wisdom and Authority
•	 God, Gods, and Ultimate Reality
•	 Self

•	 Death and the Afterlife
•	 Good Conduct and Key Moral 

Principles
•	 Expression of Religious Identity
•	 Religion, Gender and Sexuality
•	 Religion and Science
•	 Religion and Secularisation
•	 Religion and Religious Pluralism

Section B: The Dialogue Between 
Philosophy of Religion and Religion
•	 How religion is influenced 

by, and has an influence on 
philosophy of religion in relation 
to the issues studied.

Section C: The Dialogue Between 
Ethical	Studies	and	Religion	•How	
religion is influenced by, and has 
an influence on ethical studies in 
relation to the issues studied.

Progression and Careers 
Progression may be on to a Religious 
based University Degree. UCAS 
Points which will facilitate entry into 
University.

Qualification: A Level
Head of Department/Staff contact: Mrs N Hussain
Entry requirements: Five GCSEs Grade 4 or above (incl. English and Maths), plus Grade 6 or above in RE.
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Sociology

Sociology is the study of society 
on a number of different 
levels helping to explain social 

change, past, present and future. It 
also encourages political and social 
engagement with contemporary 
social issues whilst actively engaging 
with social research and policy.

Sociology A level course
Paper 1 

Socialisation, culture and identity
•	 Introducing socialisation, culture 

and identity 
•	 Families and relationships
1 hour 30 minutes written paper 
90 Marks (30% of overall mark)

Paper 2
Researching and understanding 
social inequalities (02)*
•	 Research methods and 

researching social inequalities 
•	 Understanding social inequalities 
2 hours 15 minutes written paper  
105 Marks (35% of overall mark) 

Paper 3
Debates in contemporary society 
(03)* 
•	 Globalisation and the digital 

social world 
•	 Crime and deviance 

2 hours 15 minutes written paper  
105 Marks (35% of overall mark) 

Progression and Careers
Sociology can be useful in a number 
of careers including the media, public 
relations, government, research,
police, education, social work, 
politics and international relations.

Qualification: A Level
Head of Department/Staff contact: Miss N Hawtin
Minimum entry requirements: Five GCSEs Grade 4 or above (incl. Maths), plus Grade 6 or above in English.



|31|

Sport

The BTEC Sport Level 3 course 
helps students to expand 
on the knowledge gained 

throughout the Level 2 course in Key 
Stage 4

It is designed to enable students 
to gain both academic and practical 
experience in a multitude of Units 
relating to sports performance and 
coaching.

Thanks to the provision of state 
of the art sports facilities here at 
Heartlands, students will be able to 
develop their skills throughout the 
course and apply key analysis within 
practical sport performance.

There will be progression 
opportunities into vocationally 
relevant employment such as Sports 
Coaching or higher education.

Please be aware the course has 
recently changed and Level 3 BTEC 
now incorporates two externally 
assessed units of work, delivered 

directly by the Pearson examing 
board. These take the form of one 
exam based assessment on Anatomy 
and Physiology and one ‘task-based’ 
exercise, taken under controlled 
conditions. There will also be an 
element of traditional BTEC study, 
consisting of set assignments with 
stringent deadline dates.

On completion of the course 
students will be awarded the 
Extended Certificate in BTEC Sport 
Level 3 which is equivalent to one A 
Level. 

Study will include the following 
units:
1.	 Anatomy and Physiology
2.	 Fitness Training and 

Programming for Health, Sport 
and Well-Being

3.	 Professional Development in the 
Sports Industry

4.	 Sports Leadership.

Progression and Careers 
Progression routes include pathways 
into University to study Sport and 
Physical Activity based degrees, as 
well as work based apprenticeships 
in a multitude of Sport and Exercise 
based environments.

Qualification: BTEC Level 3 Extended Certificate
Head of Department/Staff contact: Mr D Ewart
Minimum entry requirements: Five GCSEs Grade 4 or above (incl. English and Maths), plus a Merit in BTEC Sport 
Level 2 or Grade 6 or above in GCSE Physical Education
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