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Heartlands student
chosen to present
at the Royal Society
Student Conference

N

aa Adei, a Year 13 student, recently wowed
the Nuffield Foundation with a fascinating
project she completed as part of her research
placement at Aston University last year. Working
with Dr Christopher Buckingham, a computer science
professor, Naa Adei helped to devise a programme that
can generate a piece of music based on a participant’s
answers to a mental health questionnaire.
Naa Adei’s essay on the project was one of just six
from over 1,000 Nuffield students to be chosen for
presentation at the prestigious Royal Society Student
Conference.
We caught up with Naa Adei to find out more about
this fascinating project and her plans for the future.

A NEWS STORY by Ellena SchusterFarrell

Next month Naa Adei, a Year 13 student at
Heartlands, will have her essay presented at a student
conference held by the Royal Society, the world’s oldest
independent scientific academy.
Naa Adei’s fascinating essay is based on a project she
got involved in through a research placement at Aston
University last summer. We caught up with the budding
computer scientist to find out more.
Find out how Naa Adei was selected by the prestigious
Royal Society on page 4.

Naa Adei, tells Ellena how her work
has ended up in line for presentation
at the Royal Society.
NAK: Last year, I did a Nuffield Research placement

in the summer holidays because I was encouraged to
do enrichment activities by the academy. As part of my
placement, I had to do a project with Aston University
and write an essay about it. My essay ended up being
picked out of 1,000 as one to be presented at the Royal
Society Conference.
ESF: How did you feel when you found out that it
continued on Page 4
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message from the headteacher
Dear Parents and Carers,
This issue is packed with some outstanding success
stories: Naa Adei Koty appears twice - on the front
page for being chosen by the Royal Society to
present an essay she wrote and then again on page
11 for her Gauntlet Robotics project; Magpie Awards
issued by our very own author, Mr Lisbie for creative
writing; the exceptional student talent showcased at
the Heartlands Factor; the generous food donation
organised by the Sixth Form to a local community
food-bank and many more.
The academy has recently been praised by EACT’s
Raising Achievement Board who were once again
impressed with the excellent teaching and learning
and the high standard of behaviour displayed by our
students.
Many of our Year 11s have been attending
intervention sessions both after school and at
weekends in preparation for their GCSE exams that
are now looming ever closer. They are soon due to

finish their normal timetable as the exam season
commences – and I would like to take this opportunity
to wish them all the best of luck.
I think everyone will be glad that we’ve finally
reached the end of what has been quite a challenging
term not least because of the Beast from the East.
Everyone has been marvellous and thanks to the
staff and students’ committed response, the academy
only had to close for one day helping to minimise any
disruption to students’ learning.
On that note, I would also like to
wish everyone a well deserved
relaxing Easter break – hopefully
with some more seasonal weather.

Mr Choudhury
Headteacher

editor’s farewell

I

am filled with great sadness as this will
be my very last edition of Heartlines
before I move to Merritts Brook Primary
Academy after Easter to take up an
exciting new role.
I was first asked to do a termly
newsletter at the end of Autumn Term
2009, when the then business manager,
Harbans Ubhi raised it at my job appraisal.
With some apprehension I set about collecting stories from
various members of staff, often requiring a certain amount of
cajoling, before coming up with a style suitable for the academy
but most of all, one that was acceptable to the Principal, Glynis
Jones. Over the years, as I grew more confident and staff became
more forthcoming with submissions (having seen the benefits
of promoting the work they do), the job has become somewhat
easier. In 2012, on moving into the new building, I gave the
newsletter a re-design and this is still the one I’m using today.
Heartlines has reported many events over the years, notably:
the move from the old building to the new one in 2012, two
Outstanding Ofsted judgments in 2012 and again in 2014, Mrs
Glynis Jones’ retirement in 2015 and the subsequent appointment
of Mr Richard Tattersfield, and then in September 2017 the
appointment of our current Head Teacher, Mr Fuzel Choudhury.
The academy remains outstanding, the staff and students have
been a pleasure to work with but the newsletter would never
have looked quite so good without the exceptional photography
skills of my colleague, Larry Heath. I will miss you all.
Sandra Burden, Reprographics Manager. 2009 – 2018.
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e-act midlands
regional celebration
event

T

hree of our students were invited to attend
the end of term E-ACT Midlands Celebration
Event held at Walsall Innovation Centre on
Friday 13th March. They had been selected as the
Heartlands winners for the three categories of art,
maths and creative writing. The students were
accompanied by Head Teacher, Mr Choudhury
and Assistant Head Teacher, Ms Johnson. There
were representatives from the eleven Midlands
academies and everyone enjoyed the celebration.

gymnastics
getting ready for the commonwealth games

two members of the Commonwealth
Team, Mimi Isobel and Hanna
Martin. Prisha hopes to become
a member of the Commonwealth
Team herself in time for the 2022
games which are due to be hosted
here in Birmingham. She is already
a member of the British Gymnastic
Squad and the English Gymnastic
Squad and her coaches are Lisa
Higgins (Head coach) and Tracey,
Charlotte and Naomi (Lisa’s
daughter).
The PE department would like to
congratulate her on her outstanding
achievement yesterday, and we wait
with baited breath for her future
success story.
Miss Brown, PE

rhythm gymnastics champion

O

ne of our Y7 students,
Prisha Rai, has high hopes
of competing in the 2022
Commonwealth Games, after
winning two gymnastic competitions
yesterday at the Alexandra Stadium.
Prisha was awarded a shield for
West Midlands champion and a glass
star trophy for becoming champion
of West and East Midlands. The
competition lasted all day, arriving at

11:15 with orientation at 2:40 before
the actual competition at 3:15. She
competed on two apparatus, the ball
and the ribbon.
Prisha started learning gymnastics
at the tender age of four and
now practices with the City of
Birmingham Gymnastics Club at
least five times a week for between
three and four hours. She has plenty
of inspiration having trained with
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enrichment
tactile collider

continued from page 1
was going to be presented at the
conference?
NAK: I honestly thought it was
spam! I read, and I re-read, and then
I saw everyone else copied into the
email and thought oh, this must be
real! I really couldn’t believe it.
ESF: Congratulations! So what was
the project on?
NAK: It was a study into mapping
the brain and the progression of
mental health. Participants complete
a mental health questionnaire, which
builds up an idea of where their
mental state is at the moment. We
connected the survey to a music
notation software: you answer each
question on a scale of one to ten, and
this answer corresponds to a note.
Your completed questionnaire then
goes through the software and plays
back to you a piece of music which
reflects your current mental state

based on the answers you’ve just
inputted.
ESF: How did you come up with the
idea?
NAK: The original project was the
idea of Dr Christopher Buckingham
at Aston University. He’s one of the
lead computer science professors. I
was assigned to work with him, so
the idea was for me to shadow him.
We were chatting away one day and
he asked me to tell him a bit more
about myself: what my hobbies were,
what I was interested in. I told him
that I play saxophone and he told me
about this idea he had for a project
to monitor mental health. So we just
bounced ideas back and forth and
then sat down and tried to create
something!
ESF: Which part of the project
interested you most – the computer
science or mental health aspect?

NAK: All of the above. I study

computer science at A-level so it was
great to get the opportunity to get to
grips with formatting code. On the
mental health side, it just gave me a
new perspective on life to be honest!
ESF: What projects are you working
on at the moment?
NAK: As part of my A-level in
computer science I have to do
another project and write an essay
about it, so I’ve chosen to build a
robotic arm controlled by a glove.
ESF: Has the experience at Aston
University inspired you?
NAK: My experience with Dr
Buckingham was really inspiring.
I think he was pretty keen for me
to study computer science as my
degree. But I think I’d actually like to
study robotics…the bragging rights
are better!

Exploring the science of the Large Hadron Collider
through touch and soundscapes

T

hree visually impaired
students from Y7, Y9 and
Y10 were treated to a special
event organised by the Science and
Technologies Facilities Council on 12
February at Vauxhall Gardens.
All the students enjoyed the tactile
nature of the event. They especially
liked the worksheet which had
designs on with raised print and
font. They took part in small group
work which they felt was better as
they were listened to and had time
to be tactile with the equipment.
Soo Blackwell, Welfare Officer.
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Blind and partially sighted children
throughout the UK are for the first time
able to experience the amazing science of
CERN’s Large Hadron Collider thanks to
a brand new exhibit by
physicists and engineers
from the Cockcroft Institute
in Daresbury, Cheshire.
Tactile Collider is a
first-of-its kind project
and includes specially
designed activities, tactile
objects and soundscapes
inspired by the Large
Hadron Collider with the
aim of bringing the science
and the excitement of the
Large Hadron Collider
to visually impaired
children, their parents,

carers and teachers. To do this, the
scientists and engineers involved have had
to totally rethink their approach to public
engagement.

english authors, creative writing and magpies
english update

T

here has been plenty going
on in the English Department
in recent weeks and we can
safely say, fun is at the heart of it.

our very own author

Our students finally found out that
Mr Lisbie is not only an amazing
English Teacher, but an author too;
writing stories for young people.
During World Book Day fun, Mr
Lisbie gave some superb tips on
how to become a successful writer
and went through the steps of how
to write short stories. Throughout
the day, various year groups had
the opportunity to work with him
and write their own short stories.
Not only did this ignite creativity
amongst our students, it allowed
many of our quiet students to shine
and express themselves. As so many
students enjoyed their sessions,
Mr Lisbie decided to embed some
challenge and competition by giving
students more time to work on their
stories; the best one will be crowned
as the winner and their book will be
published also. We eagerly await the
results. The fun doesn’t stop there.

magpie awards

Finally, many of our students have
been awarded Magpie Awards
whereby their outstanding
achievements and dedication in
English lessons has been recognised.
Although many of our students
excel and work hard, there were
many students who stood out due
to their continued work ethic, their
determination and their desire to
over succeed. A huge well done to
those who received a certificate; you
have done yourselves proud.
Mrs Smith
Head fo English

The students awarded were:

Qasim Hashi Dini
Adam Hadza
Kevin Salo
Haroon Khan
Zakariya Yusuf
Sameeha Begum
Prisha Rai
Muna Geelle
Salma Abdulkader
Alya Imran
Noha Ibrahim
Haddy Marong
Naailah Nazir
Jessie Li
Doa Saab
Musa Azam
Khadija Khanom
Hamza Hersi
Nasreen Xara
Carys Hadland
Chancellevie Salo
Abdulrahman Ahmed

e-act creative writing
competition

Many of our Year 8 students
entered the E-ACT creative writing
competition, focussing on the World
Cup. The number of entries was far
greater than imagined yet only three
of our fantastic students had their
entries sent off to E-ACT. A huge
well done to: Yumna Huseen, Awa
Sohna and Ahad Zaheer for creating
such amazing creative pieces with
some very sophisticated spelling,
punctuation and grammar.
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Y11 pe
coaches
On Friday 16th March the
year 11 BTEC Sport students
were filmed completing
their sports session as
part of their Leadership
in Sport module. Students
were able to pick the
focus of their lesson;
this featured football,
netball, basketball
and non-contact boxing.
Although nervous, all
students performed well
and took to teaching
their session confidently.
They will now use their
footage to evaluate their
performance and provide
targets to improve their
leadership in future
sessions.
Miss Hands, Head of PE
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doing the right
thing!
e-act mental
health workshop

F

ollowing a recent E-ACT
Mental Health Workshop
programme, a group of
Heartlands Year 9 students will now
be working together to create their
own workshops, assemblies and
resources to roll out across the whole
academy, not only for the students,
but for staff too.
Mental health can be a stigma
within society, but this is something
that E-ACT is determined to
change by ensuring our students
are properly supported. As part of
this support, ten Year 9 Heartlands
students attended three workshops
over a period of three weeks, along
with students from four other E-ACT
academies. Also in attendance was
novelist Errol Lawson (a member
of the ‘Art of Being Brilliant’ group)
to help understand the challenges
our students face and to think
about what academies can do to
help their students to understand
the difficulties surrounding mental
health.

Year 12
foodbank
donation

M

iss Hawtin along with her
Year 12 tutor group chose
to raise awareness of a
local charity within the Nechells
area. Aston and Nechells Food
Bank supports local families who
may need that extra help, especially
during the winter months.
The food bank relies on donations
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Heartlands students
shone out from the outset,
creating some fantastic
poetry, ideas and questions
in order to really get to
the core of the thoughts
and feelings of our
students. They distributed
questionnaires across the
academy, and presented
their findings to the other
academies, members of
E-ACT ELT and Errol Lawson.
It was an enlightening, honest and
open experience, which really helped
of both food and
toiletries. Students
spent a total of two
weeks collecting
generous donations
from both pupils and
staff at Heartlands
Academy. The goods
donated have helped
feed and support 15
people from our local
and wider community.

Miss Hawtin,
Year 12 Tutor

shine the light on how young people
feel; we look forward to their ideas
coming into fruition!
Miss Churchill, SEND

music - rehearsals for E-act

spotlight competition

spotlight on
talent

H

eartlands musicians have
been working incredibly hard
this spring with the E-ACT
Spotlight Competition approaching.
This year, for the first time, there
are three acts who have stepped
up to the mark. Keyboardist Daiyan
Majid has been working tirelessly
in perfecting his repertoire of
songs, the Year 10 choir have been
reherasing every Friday afternoon
and have chosen Sam Smith’s ‘Too
Good at Good Byes’ to sing. Finally,
Haider Ali and Abdul Hussain in
Year 8 have been showing everyone
their Dhol expertise. It’s going to
be an incredibly tough competition
this year and we are all wishing our
fantastic performers the very best of
luck!
Mr Mee
Head of Music

jumping high at
Trampoline club

S

tudents have enjoyed
bouncing away this term at
Trampoline Club which is held
every Monday before lessons begin
from 07:30-08:00 and again after
lessons at 15:10-16:30. This has
proved to be an extremely popular
club with over 25 students attending
each session. They have learnt a
variety of skills, from seat drops to
front drops and then incorporating
these into a routine. Students
interested in attending should speak
to a PE teacher.
Miss Hands, Head of PE.
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Dt, food technology

y11 showcase their talent
lookout masterchef!

A huge well done to Year 11 Food Preparation and Nutrition students, as they completed their 3 hour
practical assessment demonstrating a wide range of technical skills from pasta making, pastry making,
bread making, to marinades, ice cream, sushi, soufflés and croquembouche!
Some fabulous smells and beautiful presentation of dishes, staff were extremely helpful in offering their
tasting services!!
Miss Chattaway
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computer science showcasing robotics

‘Gauntlet’
Robotics

N

aa Adei Kotey has been
developing a robotics project
for her A Level Computer
Science course. We are extremely
proud of the work that she has
produced so far and you can read
a few words below from Naa Adei
herself about what had inspired her
to take on this project.

“As part of my Computer
Science coursework, I have
designed and constructed
a robotic arm. The arm
itself is controlled by a
glove, allowing it to be
implemented in situations
where human precision
is required but cannot be
used for various health
and safety reasons. A
prime example of this
could be bomb disposal.
What draws me to this
field is the sheer depth of
its application. Electronics
can be implemented in
anything from solving the
energy crisis to expanding
our capabilities as a species
through automation and
Artificial Intelligence. My
ultimate aim is to focus
on integrating technology
into society as a solution
to many of the complex
problems we now face.”
Naa Adei Kotey

Heartland’s Academy needs YOU!

We need parents, guardians and carers to become active
members of the academy Ambassadorial Advisory Group
(AAG)

“The Ambassadorial Advisory Group is designed to enable local
people to be involved in the life of the academy and its standing in
the community e.g. helping to run celebration events, inputting into
communications about the academy or making links with local businesses
in the community.
At the same time, it is intended to be a sounding board for the
academy - to gauge the opinions and ideas of parents, students, staff and
the community and to work together on improving the four key areas of
their remit and advising the Board and Regional Directors on how further
improvements or shared learning can be achieved.”
Maggie Tate, AAG Chair
(to get involved, see page 12)
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Calendar 2017-18
NB. There have been some changes since the last
newsletter. Please check revised dates below.

Ambassadorial Advisory Group

summer Term 18
Term Starts

Monday 16 April

Inset Day

Monday 23 April (Closed to students)

Year 7 Parents’
Evening

Thursday 17 May

Half Term

Monday 28 May to Friday 1 June

Summer Concert

Thursday 5 July

Leavers’ Ball

Friday 13 July

Sports Day

Monday 16 July

End of Term

Monday 23 July

Inset Day

Tuesday 24 July (Closed to students)

autumn Term 18
Term Starts

Monday 3 September

Half Term

Monday 29 October - Friday 2 November

End of Term

Friday 21 December

For up to date
announcements, follow us
on TWITTER
@Heartlands_Acad

Would you like to advertise your
business on this page?

Do you want to be involved with your child’s
education and help Heartland’s Academy to
continue to grow and flourish?
Then why not join the AAG and work with the
Head Teacher and other like-minded people to
ensure Heartlands Academy is a school to be
proud of.
We welcome your support and commitment.
Want to learn more?
Please contact Maggie Tate, recently appointed
Chair of Heartlands AAG
 0121 464 3931  heartlands.enquiry@e-act.org.uk
(see also article on page 11)

Advertisement

We are very proud of Heartlines. It is produced three times
a year at the end of each term and goes out to 900 parents,
members of the community and all our visitors. It is also
available on our website.
Printed in full colour on high quality paper, it is packed with
lots of good news and success stories, useful information for
parents and with excellent photography throughout!
We want to continue production for the benefit of all our
stakeholders and we are now offering the opportunity for
someone to be a sponsor for Heartlines. This could be you!
In return you can use this space for your company logo and
to promote your business.
For more information please contact the Theresa Brooks,
Business Manager on:
 0121 464 3931
 Theresa.Brooks@e-act.org.uk.

Reminder to Parents About Safe
Parking
Please could all parents show care and
consideration for others when dropping
off or collecting their children from
the academy. Safety is of paramount
importance and parents are reminded
that it is both dangerous and illegal to
park on the zig-zags or the pavement.
Thank you.
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