
 What knowledge will be 
learned? 

What vocabulary 
will be learned? 

How will this knowledge 
be developed and 

applied? 

How long will each 
component take? 

How do this week’s home 
learning tasks build on prior 
knowledge and prepare for 

new knowledge? 

Week 
1 

This week, you will learn 
to enjoy reading a range 
of poems and write your 
own. You will talk and 
write about each poem’s 
meaning and the way it is 
written. You will also 
develop a deep 
understanding of one of 
the most important poetry 
concepts: metaphor. 

Metaphor 
 

This week, you will be 
able to identify your 
strengths and 
weaknesses regarding 
poetry and figurative 
language: metaphors. 
You will use your 
comprehension, inference 
and deduction skills as 
well as skimming and 
scanning. As you respond 
to the activities, you will 
continue to learn how to 
write coherent sentences 
and write topic sentences 
and strong paragraphs. 

Lesson 1 (Booklet 1) 
 
Do now activities (20 
minutes) 
 
Describe the fog in the image. 
How does the atmosphere 
that fog creates make you 
feel? 
 

• Write a definition for 
literal and non-literal. 
Add examples to help 
if you need to.  

 

• Work out what non 
literal, everyday 
sayings this images 
represent and explain 
their literal meaning. 

 

• Read the information 
about metaphors.  

 

• Decide which of the 
examples are 
metaphors and which 
are literal 

 
Read (5 minutes) 
Read the poem ‘Fog’ at least 
twice and then answer the 
questions below it.  
 

This week’s home learning 
tasks are an introduction to 
poetry and how writers use 
metaphors to convey their 
ideas, messages and opinions. 
You will also be introduced to 
some of the literary heritage 
poets that you will explore for 
your GCSE English Literature.   



Understanding (15 minutes)   
In full sentences, explain what 
is being described in the 
poem and what is being 
compared. Use evidence form 
the poem in your answer.  
 
Think harder (20 minutes) 
Complete the activities 
explaining how a cat is similar 
to fog.  
Write a paragraph explaining 
how a cat is similar to fog (you 
must refer to the poem and 
complete all the literacy 
checks. 
Check your work using the 
check list.  
 
Extended thinking  
Write your own poem which 
compares an animal to snow. 
Use the criteria in the work 
book to help you.  
 
Lesson 2  
 
Do now activities (15 
minutes) 
Explain what each 
metaphorical phrase means in 
literal language. 
Complete the table deciding if 
each phrase is literal or 
metaphorical.  
 
Read (5 minutes)  
 
Read the poem ‘A Poem’ 



through at least twice.  
 
Understanding (20 minutes)  
Writing in full sentences, 
answer the questions about 
the poem. Use evidence from 
the poem to help you decide 
the time and the weather in 
the poem.  
 
Thinking harder (20 
minutes) 
 
Read the poem again and 
answer the questions in full 
sentences, use evidenced 
from the poem to help you 
decide how the sounds link to 
the supernatural element of 
the poem.  
 
Extended thinking 
Write your own poem entitled 
‘March Morning. 
 
Lesson 3 
 
Do now activities (15 
minutes) 

• Identify which of the 
sentences are 
examples of 
metaphors  

• Use your knowledge 
of metaphors to 
create three of your 
own metaphors. 

• In full sentences, 



answer the questions 
about how dreams 
are important to you. 
 

Read (5 minutes) 
Reads the poem ‘Dreams’ at 
least twice. 
 
Understanding (20 minutes) 
Identify two comparisons 
Hughes makes when referring 
to life without dreams. 
Identify the vehicle and the 
tenor in each of these 
examples you have just 
identified.  
 
Thinking harder (20 
minutes) 

• Identify the vehicle 
and the tenor in each 
of the metaphorical 
sentences ion the 
table.  

• Look at the two 
quotes the describe 
life without dreams. In 
full sentences, use 
one word that best 
describes Hughes 
feelings about a life 
without dreams and 
explain why. 

• Write an analytical 
paragraph to answer 
the question “How 
important are dreams 
to Langston Hughes?” 



Use the structure 
provided to help you.  

• Use the literacy 
checks to assess the 
quality of your 
answer.  

• Read through the 
model paragraph and 
improve it (if you can).  

 
Lesson 4 
 
Do now activities (15 
minutes) 
 

• Using previous lesson 
to help you, underline 
the tenor and circle 
the vehicle in the 
metaphors. 

• Read through the 
comparisons in the 
box, decide if they 
have anything in 
common and what 
they might tell you 
about Sally.  

 
Read (5 minutes)  
 
Read through the poem ‘Sally’ 
at least twice  
 
Understanding (20 minutes)  
In full sentences and using the 
evidence you are given, 
answer the questions about 
what kind of person Sally is.  



 
Thinking harder (20 
minutes)  

• Think about if you and 
Sally have any 
similarities using the 
prompt questions. 

• Read through the list 
of Vehicles in “Sally”. 

• Complete the table of 
three things you learn 
about Sally from each 
metaphor given.  

• Write two paragraphs 
that answer the 
question “What kind 
of person is Sally?” 
Use the table you 
have previously 
completed and the 
prompt questions to 
help you. 

• Use the literacy 
checks to assess the 
quality of your 
answer. 

• Improve the 
paragraph by adding 
information (if you 
can)  
 

Homework 
Write two paragraphs that 
answer the question “How 
have the writers use 
metaphors to help us 
understand the message of 
their poem?” You should use 



evidence from two of the 
poems we have looked at this 
week. Use the structure from 
this week’s lessons to help 
you. Submit your answer to 
your teacher.  
 

 
 
 

Week 

2 

This week, you will learn 
to enjoy reading a range 
of poems and write your 
own. You will talk and 
write about each poem’s 
meaning and the way it is 
written. You will also 
develop a deep 
understanding of one of 
the most important poetry 
concepts: metaphor. 

 This week, you will be 
able to identify your 
strengths and 
weaknesses regarding 
poetry and figurative 
language: metaphors. 
You will use your 
comprehension, inference 
and deduction skills as 
well as skimming and 
scanning. As you respond 
to the activities, you will 
continue to learn how to 
write coherent sentences 
and write topic sentences 
and strong paragraphs. 

Lesson 5  
 
Do now activities (10 
minutes) 
 
Decide which of the examples 
are metaphors and 
highlight/underline them.  
 
Read (10 minutes) 
 
Read through the poem ‘frogs’ 
at least twice.  
 
Understanding (20 minutes)  
 

• Read through the new 
information about a 
‘ground’ in a 
metaphor.  

• Complete the table 
about tenors, vehicles 
and grounds by 
locating the tenor in 
the poem and finding 
the vehicle and 
ground.  

 

This week’s home learning 
tasks are an introduction to 
poetry and how writers use 
metaphors to convey their 
ideas, messages and opinions. 
You will also be introduced to 
some of the literary heritage 
poets that you will explore for 
your GCSE English Literature.   



Thinking hard (20 minutes) 
 

• Write a paragraph 
to answer the 
question, “How 
does Norman 
MacCaig describe 
frogs?” Use the 
writing structure to 
help you. 

• Use the literacy 
checks to assess the 
quality of your 
answer. 

• Improve the 
paragraph by adding 
information (if you 
can)  

 
Lesson 6 
 
Do now activities (10 
minutes) 
  

• Identify the best 
‘ground’ for the quote 
that you have been 
given. 

• Read the information 
about tenors and 
vehicles. 

• Complete the 
matching activity by 
matching the picture 
and word to their 
definition.  

 
 



Read (10 minutes) 
 
Read through the poem 
‘pigeons’ at least twice. 
Annotate the words you have 
just learnt (from the table) with 
their definition.  
 
Understanding (20 minutes) 
 
Complete the table by filling in 
the vehicle and ground, use 
the first row to help you.  
 
Thinking hard (20 minutes) 
 

• Write a paragraph 
to answer the 
question, ‘How does 
Kell describe 
pigeons?’ Use the 
writing structure to 
help you. 

• Use the literacy 
checks to assess the 
quality of your 
answer. 

• Improve the 
paragraph by adding 
information (if you 
can)  

 
Lesson 7 
 
Do now activities (10 
minutes) 
 
In a full sentence, Identify the 



possible ground for the two 
images you have been given.  
 
Read (10 minutes) 
 
Read through the poem ‘the 
eagle’ at least twice.  
 
Understanding (15 minutes)  
 

• Write three 
sentences about 
your initial feelings 
towards the eagle. 
Explain why you 
feel like this. 

• Write a phrase from 
the poem 
underneath each 
image. 

 
Thinking hard (25 minutes) 
 

• Complete the table by 
filling in the possible 
ground for each tenor 
and vehicle.  

• In a full sentence, 
explain which phrase 
best describes how 
Tennyson wants us to 
feel about the Eagle 
and explain why you 
think this. 

• Write a paragraph 
to answer the 
question, ‘How does 



the poet use 
metaphor to 
describe the eagle?’ 
Use the writing 
structure to help 
you. 

• Use the literacy 
checks to assess the 
quality of your 
answer. 

• Improve the 
paragraph by adding 
information (if you 
can)  

 
Lesson 8 
 
Do now activities (5 
minutes) 
 

• In note form, answer 
the questions to make 
note of how you view 
tigers.  

• Read through the 
information about 
William Blake. 

 
Read (15 minutes) 
 
Read through the poem ‘the 
Tyger’ at least twice. Highlight 
and annotate the words in the 
glossary (right side of the 
page) within the poem as you 
read.  
 
Understanding (20 minutes) 



 
In full sentence, answer the 
questions about how poet has 
described the ‘tyger’.  
 
Thinking hard (20 minutes) 
 

• Read through the list 
of possible grounds 
for the metaphor you 
have been given, 
circle the grounds that 
you think are the most 
successful. 

• Write a paragraph 
detailing whether or 
not you agree with the 
statement ‘Blake 
thinks that the tiger 
was created by a 
strong and powerful 
god.’ Add evidence 
from the poem to 
support your point (if 

you can). 

 
Homework  
Pick any animal and think of a 
journey they might go on. 
Write a poem about your 
chosen animal’s journey. Try 
to include metaphors and 
interesting vocabulary.  
 

Week 
3 

This week, you will learn 
to enjoy reading a range 
of poems and write your 
own. You will talk and 

 This week, you will be 
able to identify your 
strengths and 
weaknesses regarding 

Lesson 9 
 
Do now activities (5 
minutes) 

This week’s home learning 
tasks are an introduction to 
poetry and how writers use 
metaphors to convey their 



write about each poem’s 
meaning and the way it is 
written. You will also 
develop a deep 
understanding of one of 
the most important poetry 
concepts: metaphor. 

poetry and figurative 
language: metaphors. 
You will use your 
comprehension, inference 
and deduction skills as 
well as skimming and 
scanning. As you respond 
to the activities, you will 
continue to learn how to 
write coherent sentences 
and write topic sentences 
and strong paragraphs. 

 
Identify the tenor, vehicle, and 
ground in the quote you have 
been given.  
 
Read (10 minutes) 
 
Read through the poem ‘Owl’ 
at least twice.  
 
Understanding (15 minutes)  
 
In full sentences, Answer the 
questions about how the poet 
describes the owl.  
 
Thinking hard (30 minutes) 
 

• Complete the table by 
filling in the tenor, 
vehicle, and ground. 

• Write two paragraphs 
to answer the 
question, ‘How does 
the poet make the owl 
seem dangerous?’ 
Use the writing 
structure to help you. 

• Use the literacy 

checks to assess the 

quality of your 

answer. 

Lesson 10 
 
Do now activities (10 
minutes) 
 

ideas, messages and opinions. 
You will also be introduced to 
some of the literary heritage 
poets that you will explore for 
your GCSE English Literature.   



Create the first three lines 
of a poem with the title ‘A 
Case of Murder’. Try and 
use a metaphor if you can! 
Read (10 minutes) 
 
Read through the poem ‘A 
case of murder’ at least twice. 
 
Understanding (15 minutes) 
 
Find a quote to support each 
of the statements that you 
have been given, use the first 
two examples to help you.   
 
Thinking hard (25 minutes) 
 

• Find one quote to 
support each of the 
two points about the 
cat.  

• Write two paragraphs 
to answer the 
question, ‘How does 
Scannell change the 
way we view the cat 
throughout the 
poem?’ 

• Use the literacy 

checks to assess the 

quality of your 

answer. 

 
Homework 

Do you think the boy is 
completely to blame for the 



death of the cat? Write and 
argument for both sides 
before coming to your 
conclusion. Submit your 
answer to your teacher.  
 
Lesson 1 (Booklet 2) 
 
Do Now Activities (15 mins):  
 
Think of a time that you have 
hoped for something. 

• Write down the 

situation. 

• What did it feel like? 

 
2. Read the information about 
the three parts of a metaphor.  
3. Write down three examples 
of the ground for both of these 
metaphors. 
4. Read the information about 
extended metaphors.  
5. Look at the title, what do 
you think the main tenor and 
vehicle of the poem might be? 
 
Read (5 mins):  
 
Read ‘‘Hope’ is the thing with 
feathers’ by Emily Dickinson 
out loud at least twice.  
 
Understanding (20 mins):  
 
Answer the questions about 
the poem. These questions 



help you to understand what 
the poem is about. 
 
Think Harder (20 mins): 
In this section, you will be 
asked to write more about 
your thoughts, feelings; How 
does Emily Dickinson show 
that hope is important to 
people’s lives? 
 
Extended task: Read through 
some facts about Emily 
Dickinson’s life and comment 
on why you think she wrote 
the poem.  
 
Lesson 2 
 
Do Now Activities (15 mins):  
 
Why are forests an interesting 
setting for writers? 
 
Read (5 mins):  
 
Read ‘‘For Forest” by Grace 
Nichols out loud at least twice.  
 
Understanding (20 mins):  
 
Answer the questions about 
the poem. These questions 
help you to understand what 
the poem is about. 
 
If you have access to the 
internet, watch a short video 
(https://www.bbc.co.uk/progra



mmes/p00x1xqw) which 
features Grace Nichols 
explaining how the sights and 
sounds of the rainforest were 
the inspiration for her poem. 
 
Think Harder (20 mins): 
In this section, you will be 
asked to write more about 
your thoughts, feelings; How 
does Grace Nichols use 
metaphors in her poem? 
Answer the questions in full 
sentences.  
 

Week 
4 

This week, you will learn 
to enjoy reading a range 
of poems and write your 
own. You will talk and 
write about each poem’s 
meaning and the way it is 
written. You will also 
develop a deep 
understanding of one of 
the most important poetry 
concepts: metaphor. 

 This week, you will be 
able to identify your 
strengths and 
weaknesses regarding 
poetry and figurative 
language: metaphors. 
You will use your 
comprehension, inference 
and deduction skills as 
well as skimming and 
scanning. As you respond 
to the activities, you will 
continue to learn how to 
write coherent sentences 
and write topic sentences 
and strong paragraphs. 

Lesson 3 
 
Do Now Activities (15 mins):  

 
Consider the following: What 
is a monster? Have you met 
any monsters in the texts you 
have studied in English? 
 
Read the information about 
legends.  
 
Read (5 mins):  
 
Read ‘‘The Kraken’ by Lord 
Alfred Tennyson out loud at 
least twice.  
 
Understanding (20 mins):  
 
Answer the questions about 
the poem. These questions 
help you to understand what 

This week’s home learning 
tasks are an introduction to 
poetry and how writers use 
metaphors to convey their 
ideas, messages and opinions. 
You will also be introduced to 
some of the literary heritage 
poets that you will explore for 
your GCSE English Literature.   



the poem is about. Then, look 
back at the poem. Underline 
the words and phrases that 
suggest the 
Kraken is big, old or 
monstrous. 
 
Think Harder (20 mins): 
In this section, you will be 
asked to write more about 
your thoughts, feelings; Write 
one paragraph answering this 
question: What makes the 
Kraken such a terrible 
monster? 
 
You need to explain how the 
word choices that Tennyson 
uses create the idea of a 
monster. You can use these 
questions to help you 
structure your paragraph. 
1. What is Tennyson 
describing? 
2. What words does Tennyson 
use to show the size, age 
and/or monstrosity of the 
Kraken? 
3. How do these words create 
the idea of a monster? 
 
Lesson 4 
 
Do Now Activities (15 mins):  

 
Write down the meaning of 
the word ‘sacrifice’. Use a 
dictionary if you need 



to. 
 
Read the information about 
the poet, Seamus Heaney. 
 
Look at the picture of 
Grauballe Man. Write down 
three interesting things that 
you notice about him.  
 
Read (5 mins):  
 
Read ‘‘The Grauballe Man” by 
Seamus Heaney out loud at 
least twice.  
 
Understanding (20 mins):  
 
Find quotations from the 
poem that describe these 
images. Underline the vehicle 
in each of these quotations, 
and fill in ideas for the 
grounds for each of these 
metaphors. 
 
Think Harder (20 mins): 
In this section, you will be 
asked to write more about 
your thoughts, feelings; 
Answer the question, ‘How 
does Heaney show us what 
Grauballe Man is like?’ 
 
Homework: Write a 
paragraph explaining which 
poem you think uses 
metaphors in the most 
interesting way. Read all of 



the poems you have explored 
this week again and submit 
your answer to your teacher.  
 
Lesson 5 
 
Do now activities (10 
minutes) 
 
Re-read Emily Dickinson’s 
‘’Hope’ is a thing with feathers’ 
and explain what an extended 
metaphor is. 
 
Read (10 minutes) 
Read through ‘A poison tree’ 
at least twice. 
 
Understanding (20 minutes)   
Put the statements into 
chronological order (the order 
in which they happened) 
 
Write a short response 
detailing how effective the 
extended metaphor is.  
 
Think harder (20 minutes) 
 
Come up with three ideas for 
the moral of the story (what 
the poet might be trying to 
teach us) 
 
Write a paragraph in response 
to the question ‘How does 
Blake use an extended 
metaphor in ‘A Poison Tree’ to 
show a moral? Use structures 



from previous lessons to help 
you.  
 
Lesson 6 
 
Do now activities (5 
minutes) 
Write a brief definition of what 
a moral is. 
Write down any stories you 
can think of that have a moral. 
 
Read (20 minutes)  
 
Read through ‘The story of 
Narcissus’ and ‘Echo and 
Narcissus’ by Ted Hughes. 
Read these at least twice and 
make notes as you are 
reading. 
 
Understanding (15 minutes)  
 
In full sentences, write 
answers to the questions for 
each of the extracts as 
presented in the table. 
 
Thinking harder (20 
minutes) 
 
Write a paragraph in response 
to the question ‘How does 
Hughes use the story in ‘Echo 
and Narcissus’ to show a 
moral?’ Use writing frames 
from previous lessons to help 
you. 
 



Week 
5 

This week, you will learn 
to enjoy reading a range 
of poems and write your 
own. You will talk and 
write about each poem’s 
meaning and the way it is 
written. You will also 
develop a deep 
understanding of one of 
the most important poetry 
concepts: metaphor. 

 This week, you will be 
able to identify your 
strengths and 
weaknesses regarding 
poetry and figurative 
language: metaphors. 
You will use your 
comprehension, inference 
and deduction skills as 
well as skimming and 
scanning. As you respond 
to the activities, you will 
continue to learn how to 
write coherent sentences 
and write topic sentences 
and strong paragraphs. 

Lesson 7 

Do Now Activities (15 mins):  

1) Write a metaphor using the 

picture of the tenor. 

Think: Have you answered the 
question? 
 
2) Can you think of 2-3 

different ideas? 

 

3) How do/does your idea/s 

connect to the rest of the 

lessons? 

Read (5 mins):  

Read ‘‘Spellbound is the thing 

with feathers’ by Emily Bronte 

loud at least twice.  

Understanding (20 mins):  

Answer the questions about 

the poem. These questions 

help you to understand what 

the poem is about. 

 

Think Harder (20 mins): 

In this section, you will be 

asked to write more about 

your thoughts, feelings; How 

can you relate the metaphor 

This week’s home learning 
tasks are an introduction to 
poetry and how writers use 
metaphors to convey their 
ideas, messages and opinions. 
You will also be introduced to 
some of the literary heritage 
poets that you will explore for 
your GCSE English Literature.   



to your own writing?  

Extended task: Read through 

some facts about Emily 

Bronte’s life and comment on 

why you think she wrote the 

poem.  

 

Lesson 8 

Do Now Activities (15 mins):  

 

1) Write your own metaphor to 

describe the weather in the 

picture. 

2) Can you think of 2-3 

different ideas? 

3) How do/does your idea/s 

connect to the rest of the 

lessons? 

4) What other literary device 

could you use to describe the 

weather? (P_ _ _ _ _ _ _ / _ _ 

_ _ _ _ _) 

 

Read (5 mins):  

Read “Stopping by Woods on 

a Snowy Evening” by Robert 

Frost out loud at least twice.  



Understanding (20 mins):  

Answer the questions about 

the poem. These questions 

help you to understand what 

the poem is about. 

Think Harder (20 mins): 

In this section, you must 

create a full answer to the 

question: How does Frost 

show us the speaker’s 

feelings about his journey? 

• Have you answered 

the question in a 

structure manner? 

• Does it make sense? 

 

Extended task:  

Write your own poem about a 

person on a journey. Use the 

pictures for inspiration if you 

need to. You should: 

1. Use metaphor 

2. Describe the place 

they’re travelling 

to/through 

3. Describe the persons 

feelings 

 

• Does your poem 

make sense? 

• Is it the same length 



or different to the 

original? 

• Have you completed 

all the checks? 

 

Lesson 9 

Do Now Activities (10 mins):  

 

1) Read the extracts from the 

last 2 poems. Write a 

sentence about how the 

speaker is feeling in both 

extracts.  

 

2) Can you think of 2-3 

different ideas? 

 

3) How do/does your idea/s 

connect to the rest of the 

lessons? 

Read (5 mins):  

Read ‘‘All of us” by Kit Wright 

out loud at least twice.  

Understanding (15 mins):  

Re-read the poem and answer 

the questions about the poem. 

These questions help you to 

understand what the poem is 



about. 

Understanding 2 (15 

Minutes) 

On you sheet: 

 

1) Find the quotations that 

match the image. 

 

2) Underline the vehicle 

(words which are the device) 

in each quote . 

 

3) Fill in the reason/what that 

metaphor represents 

(grounds). 

 

Think Harder (7 mins): 

This poem is connected to 

morals, what do you think the 

moral of the poem is? 

Try to come up with 3 different 

moral ideas. 

Think Even Harder 8 (mins): 

Write a full analytical answer 

to the question: How does 

Wright use Metaphor in ‘All of 

Us’ to show a moral?  



• Are there any run on 

sentences? 

• Does each proper 

noun begin with a 

capital? 

• Have you used 

pronouns clearly and 

accurately? 

• Have you checked 

your spellings? 

  

Lesson 10 

Do Now Activities (10 mins):  

 

1) Write a list of poems we 

have studied that relate to 

feelings. Write a sentence 

about each poem explaining 

the feelings in them. 

2) Can you think of 2-3 

different ideas? 

3) How do/does your idea/s 

connect to the rest of the 

lessons? 

Read (5 mins):  

Read ‘‘The listeners” by 

Walter de la Mare out loud at 

least twice.  

Understanding (15 mins):  



What is the traveller doing, 

thinking and feeling? 

Read the extracts and answer 

the questions. These 

questions help you to 

understand what the poem is 

about. 

Think Hard (20 mins): 

In this section, you will be 

asked to write more about the 

sounds and silences in the 

poem. Answer the questions 

and underline the key terms 

(sounds). 

• Have you completed 

all the tasks? 

• Do your answers 

make sense? 

 

Thinking Harder (10mins) 

Write your own poem that tells 

a story. Describe the sounds 

and silence and show the 

feelings of the person. 

• Does your writing 

make sense? 

• Is your poem the 

same length as the 

original? 

 



Homework: Write a 
paragraph explaining which 
poem you think uses 
metaphors in the most 
interesting way. Read all of 
the poems you have explored 
this week again and submit 
your answer to your teacher. 
 
 

 

 What is the timeframe for completion of home learning tasks and submission of homework? Follow the set timetable for you year group. You should 

spend 1 hour on each of your lessons. You should complete the homework task and submit it via Teams (assignments) to your designated teacher. 

Where can I go if I need help with the home learning task or homework? If you have any questions or need further support or guidance, your designation 

teacher will be available to answer any queries via email daily at 9am and 2pm. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


