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25th March 2021 

Dear Parents and carers, 

RE: COVID -19 update 
 
It has been a year since the first COVID cases were identified in Birmingham. I would 
like to take this opportunity to thank parents and students who have followed closely 
the government rules during the national lockdown. Nechells has been among the 
hardest hit by COVID in the entire country, and we see the effect the virus has had on 
the lives of people in our community. While things are beginning to look up, we must 
all remain cautious in order to protect those closest to us.  
 
Current government guidance includes, staying at home unless you are attending the 
academy, buying food and other essentials or going to work - where it is unreasonable 
to do your job from home. You can leave home to visit or exercise with people in your 
‘support bubble’ or exercise with one other person only who is not in your household or 
support bubble. You cannot participate in team games such as football or basketball. 
 
From Friday 19th March, all Heartlands students and staff were offered home Covid-19 
testing kits. The kits will students and staff to test twice-per-week at home, on 
Wednesdays and Sundays, from now on. The results should be reported online as 
positive, negative, or void.  
 
This information is critical in helping the government to understand the prevalence of 
the virus across the country. Students should continue to test twice weekly over the 
Easter holidays including on Sunday 18th April 2021, before returning to the academy 
on Tuesday 20th April 2021 for the summer term.  
 
Any positive results from a home test kit should always be followed by a confirmatory 
PCR test. 
 
Thank you as always for all your support in these difficult times. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
 Miss J Clegg 
 Headteacher 


