
What subjects and topics can you look 
forward to at KS3, during your time at 
Heartlands Academy?



Drama
Units of work

• Autumn 1: Gates of Roshomon

• Autumn 2: Tread the Boards

• Spring 1: Greek Theatre

• Spring 2: Commedia Dell'arte

• Summer 1: Pantomime

• Summer 2: Treasure Island

In Drama you will first learn about how to show different emotions 
and characters on stage and how to create meaning for your 
audience.

You will learn about different types of stages, even one where the 
audience is the whole way around the stage.

We also cover different types of performances and see how theater 
has changed.

Finally, you will virtually watch a theatre performance and will learn 
how to write about theatre.

You will do a lot of performances, during lessons, to ensure you build 
confidence and can perform using all the skills and techniques you 
will learn about!



Science
Our KS3 Science teaching curriculum is designed to build a broad and solid foundation in both scientific 

knowledge and understanding in the subject disciplines of Biology, Chemistry and Physics and it aims to teach 
pupils not only the scientific process but also the skill of becoming a critical thinker. The aim of education, 

particularly in Science, is not to simply communicate knowledge but also to assist in the development of our 
student’s thinking and problem-solving skills, which can then be transferred to a multitude of situations in later 

life.

Topics covered in year 7:
• Cells

• Particle model

• Contact forces

• Variation

• Sound

• Acids and Alkalis

• Interdependence

• Current, voltage and 
resistance

• Movement

• Elements

Topics covered in year 8:
• Plant reproduction

• Light

• Human reproduction

• Pressure

• Photosynthesis

• Work, heating and 
cooling

• Universe

• Electromagnets

• Respiration

• Speed and gravity

Topics covered in year 9:
• The periodic table 

• Inheritance

• Energy transfer

• Earth structure

• Types of reactions

• Sound

• Energy costs

• The universe

• The Earth's resources

There will be 
an assessment 
at the end of 
each topic



Physical Education
The PE curriculum will ensure pupils become physically competent in a way which supports their 
health and fitness. The PE Department provides opportunities to compete in sport and additional 
activities to embed values such as teamwork, determination and respect. Each PE lesson allows 
students to acquire transferable skills in order to create versatile, confident and competent sportsmen 
and sportswomen.

Activities covered in PE lessons:

• Football

• Rugby

• Fitness

• Gym/Dance

• Badminton

• Athletics

• Fundamental skills

• Cricket

Activities covered in PE lessons:

• Basketball

• Hockey

• Netball

• Rounders

• Tennis

• Dodgeball

• Handball

• Teamwork and leadership



Design Technology

• You will develop creative, innovative design 
solutions to the following projects.

• Lighting

• Speakers

• Furniture Design

• Computer Aided Design

• Computer Aided Manufacture

Design and Technology involves 
developing a knowledge of the 
design and make 
process, enabling the pupils to 
gain an understanding of natural 
and manufactured 
timbers; Plastics, Metals, 
Papers 
and Boards, Textiles, Hospitality 
and Catering, and Electronics. 

Through a range of planned 
projects pupils will be able to 
transfer this knowledge into a 
wide range of skills when 
designing and making products.



Music

Units of Work:

• Elements of Music

• Graphic Scores

• Introduction to the Orchestra

• West African Music

• Classical Music

• Computer and Video Game Music

The Music curriculum is 
designed with the aim for 
pupils to experience 
different areas of music. 

Ranging from looking at 
West African Music, to 
using Music Technology in 
later years, pupils can look 
forward to composing, 
listening and performing all 
different types of music!



Mathematics

• The intent of the KS3 curriculum is to build a very 
solid foundation for our students to prepare them 
for the KS4 where they will be taking their 
GCSE's. We therefore cover an extensive 
knowledge of the five strands ie Number, Ratio, 
Algebra, Geometry and Statistics and Probability.

• The four number operations

• Fractions
• HCF and LCM

• Building expressions

• Collecting terms

• Statistics and probability
• Solving equations

• Areas and perimeters of shapes

• Averages

• Ratios and proportions
• Graphs and intrepretation

• Sequences

• Percentages and decimals and their 
equivalence with ratios, proportion and 
fractions ie FDRP



Computer Science

You will study the following modules:

• Digital Multimedia

• HTML, Web Awareness and E-Safety

• Scratch

• Flash

• Game creation in Kodu Game Lab

• Python programming

• Networks

• Web design

The Computing curriculum equips you to 
use computational thinking and creativity 
to understand and change the world. 
Computing has deep links with 
mathematics, science, and design and 
technology, and provides insights into 
both natural and artificial systems. 
Information Technology ensures that 
you become digitally literate – your able 
to use, and express themselves and 
develop your ideas through, information 
and communication technology – at a 
level suitable for the future workplace as 
active, aware and informed participants 
in the digital world



English

The English Mastery Programme is delivered throughout key stage three with a key focus to develop 
a deep appreciation and love of reading and writing. Whilst studying key texts, you will have the 
opportunity to respond to them culturally, emotionally, intellectually and socially through the activities 
you engage in. A wide-range of texts will be studied such as pre- and post-1914 novels, various 
poems and Shakespeare plays. Each text and activity will support you in writing accurately, fluently, 
effectively and at length; developing what you already learnt at KS2.

Reading (texts you will study) Writing (skills you will acquire)

Oliver Twist
A Midsummer Night's Dream

The Daydreamer
Danny the Champion of the World

The Adventures of Sherlock Holmes
The Tempest
Animal Farm

Jane Eyre
Romeo and Juliet

Poetry

Composing sentences
Varying sentence structures
Using a range of vocabulary

Tense
Exploring word classes and figurative 

language
Varying punctuation for effect

Paragraphing and discourse markers
Creating subordinate clauses
Creating extended metaphors



Geography

• Autumn 1: What is geography?

• Autumn 2: Earthquakes and Volcanoes

• Spring 1: Tourism

• Spring 2: Rivers and Flooding

• Summer 1: China

• Summer 2: Weather and Climate

Geography is the study of the 
world around you, understanding 
the physical, human and 
environmental processes that 
make our lives the way they are!



Learning French focuses 
on developing the breadth 
and depth of your competence 
in listening, speaking, 
reading and writing.

Grammar and vocabulary:
• identify and use tenses or other 

structures which convey the present, 
past, and future as appropriate to the 
language being studied.

• use and manipulate a variety of key 
grammatical structures 

• develop and use a wide-ranging and 
deepening vocabulary 

• use accurate grammar, spelling and 
punctuation

Linguistic competence
• You will listen to a variety of forms of spoken 

language
• You will transcribe words and short sentences 
• You will initiate and develop conversations
• You will express and develop ideas
• You will speak coherently and confidently
• You will read literary texts in the language [such as 

stories, songs, poems and letters], to stimulate 
ideas, develop creative expression and expand 
understanding of the language and culture 
Languages



History
History helps pupils to understand the process of change, the diversity of societies and 

relationships between different groups, as well as their own identity and the challenges of 
their time. You will learn how society has changed for the better and the

History Topics
Medieval England
The Black Death
Peasants Revolt
The Slave Trade

The Suffragette Movement

History Skills
Investigation
Debating
Analysing sources
Explaining reasons
Identifying issues
Justifying opinions



Personal Development

You'll learn about:

• Mental health

• Friendships and relationships

• Keeping yourself safe online and in real life

• Self-image and self-esteem

• Being kind to others

• And much more!

Personal Development 
helps to develop important 
life skills that will help you 
as you grow up and 
beyond into adulthood!

Overall, you'll learn how to 
interact with the people 
and the world around you 
so that you become a 
positive, resilient and kind 
individual.



Art

Projects for the Year

• Autumn 1: Drawing skills
• Autumn 2: Birmingham Project

• Spring 1: Colour theory

• Spring 2:Colour and Painting
• Summer 1: Masks decorating and 

designing

• Summer 2: 3d Mask making and 
decorating

Within Art you will be developing your creative, practical 
and imaginative skills, and transfer it into your work.

As you progress, you will all will be able to think 
critically and develop a more rigorous understanding of 
Art and design.

Opportunities to use a range of materials and 
processes and to work independently or as part of a 
team.

You will be learning how Art and Design both reflect 
and shape our history, and contribute to the Culture, 
Local environment and support them in the wider world.



Religious Studies The aim of the RE curriculum is to encourage students to become knowledgeable and 
considerate members of the society, by using powerful and extensive breadth of 

substantive knowledge. The curriculum is written in such a way as to inspire their curiosity 
beyond the classroom to grow into life-long learners of RE. Through an effective 

religious education we can enable young people to question the fundamentals of human 
existence and explore the most basic beliefs of religion. RE provides opportunities for 
children and young people to reflect and analyse, to discuss and debate, to explore 

and discover, and to learn more about the world in which they live, therefore the 
‘powerful knowledge’ enables students to effectively engage with and communicate 

about the world around. The RE curriculum emphasises respect for others, regardless of 
their beliefs, race or social status. In our diverse society, children need an understanding 

of other principal religions and other world views.

There are two 
assessment points
during each term

Year 7 Topics Include:


